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TWO BLUES NEWS 

Newsletter of Manly Life Saving Club 
FEBRUARY 2005

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear Members, 

What a way to start the opening of the Club’s Newsletter. 

As you may know Manly won the Signet Manly Surf Carnival, not by one or two points but by a huge 246 points. What is interesting to note was there were 88 Clubs competing and over 3500 competitors making the carnival the biggest outside of the Australian Titles.

To add further to the huge win, we went off to Freshwater and again won that Carnival by approx 70 points. WATCH OUT HERE COMES MANLY!!!!! 

Wouldn’t it be nice if we could do the same at the State and onto the Aussies. We have done it before, why not let’s try to do it again this year.

While our competitors were putting runs on the board our Patrols were looking after the beach, which has met with exceptional good comments from the public and Lifeguards, on the way we carried out our beach responsibilities. WELL DONE. 

Before the teams go off to the Titles I would like to hold a President’s farewell bbq for members and families, more info to follow.

Again a very big congratulations to all areas of the club on a job well done.

See you around the club, and in the water for the surf races…….Yours in lifesaving,
AL SEENEY, PRESIDENT
-----------------------------------------------------------

CARNIVAL THANKS


Our Signet sponsored annual carnival was a magnificent success. It was the biggest ever, stretching from our front door to well past North Steyne. There were literally thousands of entries, and Clubs from all over Australia took part in the biggest carnival in the world.


You can’t do all this without a big volunteer workforce, and our Club members rose to the occasion in real style. Beginning with the organizing crew, there’s Carnival Coordinator Peter Gard, Robyne Smith, Ben Wotton, Alan Tier, Tony Bonner, Col Tansley, Cynthia and Peter Alley.


Then there’s the work crews and others: Daniel, Elaine and Michael Mulcahy, Adrian McCall, Zane Ludlow, Simon Gillespie, Bert Adams, Scott Crawford, Brendan Condie, Sue and Max Rawson, Peter Russell, Al Seeney, Billy “Tatts” Kerrigan, Jack Leary, Frank Shields, Ray Moran, Holly Moran, Jan Hall, Michael Fitzhardinge, Maria Silva, Joy Gard, Erroll Jones, Michael Carroll, Bill McMahon, Tony, Ben and Mike Dawes, Frank Ellis, Darren Burke, John Doyle, Jo Cody, Nick Jones, Scott Fletcher, Dave Loftus, Craig McCarthy, Chris Mandalidis, Ben Macdonald, the Nipper BBQ squad, Terry Fitzgerald, Kristen Alley & friends Amy & Emma, Robbie Stewart, Jess Langrell, Shelley Fletcher, Nicole Robb, Renee Clarke, John Singleton, Graham Maher, Luke Hanson, Warwick Sainsbery, David Thompson, Jenny and Mark Knapman, Hazel Day, Bob Herring, Tim Trumell, David Parker, Bill McMullen, Steve Mulvogue, Ann Gallagher, Antoine Casgrain, Georgia Klouzal, Mark Howard, Kindred family, Harris family, the Senior March Past team and their wonderful wives, Dave Hickey, Tony and Judy Tier, Robert Taylor, Ian White, Wayne Whiteman, Craig Lawrence, Mick Wilkinson, Max Wall, John Stratton, Mark Williams, Julie and Robert Speer, Donna Davey, Barbara Armano, Anne Gleason, Shane Gilroy, Greg Bennett, Norman Huggett, Vinnie Taylor, the patrols on both days, and others. (If we’ve missed your name, and you really helped out please let us know, and we’ll correct it in the next newsletter).


A special mention must go to two of our Nippers – Michael Rawson and Henry Tier, who worked their hearts out all weekend helping Tony Bonner and Al Tier get food, drink and equipment out to where it was needed. They are a great example of young members, and we’re very proud of their efforts.


No carnival works without judges and officials, and a big thank you goes to all those who turned up over two long days to help make the carnival such a success, and many thanks to all at Branch who worked in the background on their part of the admin.

Next up, a huge vote of thanks to all the sponsors, starting with Signet, our major carnival sponsor. As you all know, Signet is Australia’s leading Safety and Packaging Supplier, and they came on board to be with the Australia’s leading Club – ours. The Signet Manly Surf Carnival 2005 will go down in the record books as our biggest ever, and there’s every chance that the Signet Manly Surf Carnival in 2006 will match it or top it. Signet are also on board with patrol and boat gear, showing that they are committed to us, and to their clients in NSW.


Also boosting the profile of our carnival were local businesses and citizens, including the Ross Ryan’s Steyne Hotel, Michels Patisserie, Honda, Ultratune Manly, Sydney Water, Max Lawsons Carpets and Lawson Carpet One Brookvale, Reilly and Sons Riverina Fresh Milk, Manly Fish Café, Manly Wharf, Paradise Motel, Radisson Kestrel, Australian Surfer HQ, Brookvale Sand, Sun and Shade Nursery, Your Health Manly, Oliver Hire, David and Jean Hay, Roper & Steggall Solicitors, Samperi Consulting Group, ANZ Brookvale Business Centre, and Spooner Hall.


Each of these sponsors supported one or more major events, and we in turn support them. Our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all concerned.


Finally, a vote of thanks to all those at Manly Council who helped smooth the path of the whole operation. Mayor Peter Macdonald stepped in to open Queensie Lagoon parking for all out of town competitors. Various other sections in Council helped with permits, waste management, parking barricades and the Council Lifeguards were a huge help in getting everything put in the right place.


The carnival showcased Manly at its best, and the whole community can be proud of their efforts in welcoming the best volunteers in the world to our beach to demonstrate their skills.

Thanks again to everyone involved.

NEXT !!!!!


Unless you’ve been hiding, you’ll know that we have TWO Swim events this year – the Cole Classic on SUNDAY FEB 6th, and our annual Steyne Hotel 2km Swim on SUNDAY FEB 27th (NOT Feb 20th, as in last newsletter – sorry about that).


We’re going to need some hands on deck, so recharge your batteries after the carnival, and come along to lend a hand. It’s not as big as our carnival, but both Swims are important fundraisers for us, so please help out.


We will need members from 6am till 12 noon on both days, and will be putting on a bit of a bbq and refreshments for the workers after each swim. This will be in addition to our big Thank You function towards the end of the season for all those who’ve helped out at Club events.

-----------------------------------------------------------

VALE


It’s with deep regret that we let members know of the passing of Rowland “Ronnie” Holman, a Life Member of our Nippers. Ron was one of those Nipper parents who just keeps helping out, even after his kids had outgrown Nippers. He is survived by his three sons, and our condolences go to all his family and friends.


We will be hosting Ronnie’s family for his ashes scattering, which is planned for SUNDAY 20th Feb at 10am here at the Club, during Nippers activities. It will be a fitting send off for a long term worker for our Nippers.

-----------------------------------------------------------

A MISSED OPPORTUNITY ?


Shortly after our carnival we were hit by a big nor’easter, which picked the McGrath tent up off the sundeck, and seemed likely to launch it into controlled airspace over Sydney.


Max Rawson had hold of the tent at one stage, but declined to be the Clubs first “tentonaut”, and let go. This has denied Max the chance of a Guinness Book of Records entry for the greatest altitude gained by a man and a tent – a lifelong claim to fame (if he’d survived). Too bad Max. Better luck next southerly buster.

-----------------------------------------------------------

COMPETITION


The big Manly and Freshy carnivals saw a monster performance by our competitors. We won both pointscores by miles, and had a huge list of wins, places and “best evers” by many competitors. The full list wouldn’t have a chance of fitting here, so have a look on the Club noticeboard for details.


Trigg Island from Western Australia came 2nd in both carnivals, which shows the quality of our carnivals to draw them across the country to compete here.

The Branch, State and Australian titles are upon us, and all competitors need to be aware that their patrols must be up to date to compete. We don’t intend entering anyone at the championships if they’re not prepared to do their share of proper patrols. 

Also, there is very little accommodation booked by the Club this year, as last minute cancellations and changes by competitors have cost the Club dearly in time and money. Each competitor should look to make sure they have accommodation and transport organized well in advance. If you wish to stay with the Club, you will have to book and pay a $100 deposit, which is NOT refundable. Contact Robyne Smith or Ben Wotton at the Club if you want to stay with the Club. First in, best dressed for this.

OTHER BIG WRAPS


Anyone who was near a beach over the last two weeks knows that the surf has been big and dangerous. Between The Australia Day Wednesday and the following Sunday, our members on patrol rescued 149 people, and plenty more outside patrol hours that didn’t get written up. So in 5 days, we rescued as many people as we normally would in a whole season.


This enormous task was carried out in very difficult conditions, with many rescues being performed on inexperienced idiots swimming when the beach was closed.


Manly Council beach superintendent (head lifeguard) Mark “Ching” Macdougall said that the Wednesday afternoon patrol was equal to the best he’d seen anywhere in his many years working on the beach. He had a similar compliment to pay to the patrols on the Saturday 28th. It’s obvious that we work in well with our paid lifeguards, and they with us, to keep Manly beach a safe place for all. Well done to everyone concerned. Our whole Club is proud of your great work.


On a less serious note, some of our younger members are working as paid extras on a new TV ABC series, “Blue Water High”. An agent approached the Club for people with looks, brains and surfing knowledge. We in turn checked the agencies bona fides to ensure our members would be in safe hands working with the agency, and we now have a number of budding TV stars. 

The agency recently called the Club to pay a big compliment to all our members working on set. They said that our crew were a pleasure to have on board, and that they were very impressed by our members professional approach to the work. The series starts in Feb some time on the ABC, so tune in to see what your 8 cents a day is getting you.

(The members involved should remember who helped them their first step on the ladder to international stardom, and invite the whole Club to all movie premiers and any future Academy Award presentations they are in.)
LOOKING AFTER PATROL GEAR


Our long suffering Gear Steward Col “Semi” Tansley has been very patient with the few boneheads who aren’t doing the right thing with patrol gear. He shouldn’t have to be patient with these people.


An important part of patrol duties is care, maintenance and putting back in the right place ALL patrol gear. That obviously includes radios, Oxy-Vivas, Defibs, rescue boards, backpacks, patrol caps and all the other stuff we need to lug out onto the beach AND BACK AGAIN.

· NEVER open the defib, except in an emergency. It drains the very expensive batteries, and they might not have enough power left to save someone’s life when needed.

· NO radio should leave the Club, unless it’s in a waterproof radio bag. All radios should be checked at the end of each patrol, and any ones that are wet should be taken care of using the right procedures. 

· The good radios should be placed in the chargers at the end of the day, not just left in the patrol gear container to get damaged. It’s part of your job on patrol.

· If you use anything from a Oxy-Viva or first aid kit, replenish EVERYTHING you’ve used from stock. If you can’t, then leave a note, so that it can be refilled for the next emergency.

If you have any questions or issues that need addressing, see Col or Club Captain Greg Booker. DON’T leave it for someone else to do. When they pick up the equipment, it might be an emergency, so laziness could have serious consequences.  

All this is part of normal patrol duties, nothing more, so please take that extra bit of care. Ta. (And thanks to all who do it properly).
-----------------------------------------------------------
BEING PART OF A VOLUNTEER CLUB

(comments from a Life Member)


A lot of this newsletter is calls for help, and thanks to those who responded to that call. As a volunteer community service organization, we live through the efforts of those workers, whether on patrol or in the background.


That’s why it’s disappointing to note that some members regard our Club as nothing more than a convenient place to leave their gear while they go for a swim, or a cheap gym to work out in. When the chips are down, and there’s work to be done, you don’t see these people for dust. If this description fits you, you are a waste of space. Go somewhere else and sponge off them.


We have 65 year old Associate members recovering from heart attacks who are here at crack of dawn when there’s a Club event to work on, we have Nipper kids putting in 12 hour days working at our carnival, and we have all those others who do their share and more, particularly those doing patrols. We see the same hearty crew at most work parties, and then there are the faces we only see when the work’s over.

It’s time for those who take this Club for granted to aim up or get out. So, what can you do?

Plenty of our older members help in whatever way they can. Many others, whose work commitments keep them away, dig deep into their wallets and handbags to sponsor parts of the Club. There are overseas and interstate members who call each time they are in town to see what they can do to help, whether working on a Club project or doing an extra patrol. Yet more members train others, do Nipper water safety, help clean the Club, become carnival officials, help with the museum – there’s always plenty to do round the place, and there’ll be more when we get the lease. Think how much easier it’d be for the committed workers if we had too many people wanting to help. Let’s try to make that happen every time.

Ben Wotton, Life Member

-----------------------------------------------------------
LOCKERS


Unfinancial members who had lockers now don’t have them any more, and we will be allocating those lockers to people on the waiting list. Your Committee will also look at the possibility of getting some more women’s lockers, perhaps in the storage space near the old blue door. Stay tuned girls, we know you don’t have a fair share of locker space, and we’ll do what we can.


Those on the waiting list will be contacted by Robyne in the Club office at the end of February.

-----------------------------------------------------------

CLUB WEBSITE


The Club has a really spiffy website, which has lots of info on it. So, if you haven’t taken a tour recently, have a squiz. It should be first stop for most of your enquiries, and a copy of each newsletter is also on there, as well as links to all our major sponsors.

-----------------------------------------------------------

NEW GYM EQUIPMENT

We now have a shiny new Lat pulldown machine, courtesy of a number of generous member donors who use the gym. They raised most of the $3000 for the new toy some time ago, and it’s good to see it finally in place. Thanks all who contributed.


Also gracing the gym walls are some new signs, organized by hardworking Mick Wilkinson, which the Club has had to put up to remind the few who never seem to do the right things. (We’d all rather have some nice photos, but that’s life.)

Now all this stuff is for our members, so remember to ask any strangers for their badges. This will help you meet new members, and keep the Club secure at the same time.

-----------------------------------------------------------
DON”T FORGET WE NEED HELP
COLE CLASSIC Sun Feb 6th
STEYNE SWIM Sun Feb 27th 

6am – 12 noon both days. Ta.
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