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TWO BLUES NEWS 

Newsletter of Manly Life Saving Club 
JANUARY 2005 – Hippo Gnu Ear !

INTRODUCTION

Happy New Year to all. As we start a new year, we surely have our hands full for January and February, starting with  the 2-day Signet Manly Surf Carnival, which is shaping up to be our biggest to date. With a carnival of this size, we of course need assistance. I ask all members to try and assist in some way. For the first time a special area will be set aside for food and refreshments for our workers, as our sponsor Signet has booked the main hall for guests and VIPs. I ask your assistance in keeping away from this area during the carnival.


After our carnival, we have the Cole Classic and then the Steyne Hotel 2km Swims in February, and will need help with that as well.


News on other activities such as the lease, surf race results etc can be found in the body of this newsletter.


I again thank those members who have complied with my request not to park out the back of the Club. That area must be kept clear.


In closing, thanks to all officers and members for making Manly LSC tick. See you on the beach.

Alan Seeney, President.
-----------------------------------------------------------
THANKS TO ….

A big hearty “THANK YOU” to all our members who did patrols over the Christmas – New Year break. Guarding the surf is our Club’s main reason for existing, and many people gave generously of their holiday time to do their share. The response was fantastic, and all concerned can be proud of the way they kept our beach safe. Well done all.


Next up is Ben Wotton, who organised the Christmas Day patrol lunch and supper. This was a top feed, which took days to organise. Never one to under-cater, Ben’s efforts fed the patrols for the entire four day Christmas break, showing those on patrol that the Club appreciates their work. Thanks also to Tony Bonner, Alan Tier and others for helping Ben, and to Dave Hickey of IGA Supermarket Allambie, who provided some of the extras for the patrols.

Finally, thanks to the Westdorp family, who donated a beautiful timber bench seat to the Club in memory of the late Eddie Westdorp. The unveiling was at Eddie’s ashes scattering ceremony in late December. The seat is now in a suuny spot on the sundeck, and is a wonderful memorial to a great Club member. 
-----------------------------------------------------------
VALE


Our Club continued to lose stalwart members all year, with our latest loss being John Gough, who passed away suddenly just before Christmas, after a battle with brain cancer. John was one of those quiet achievers, who gave time and encouragement to generations of our members. One of the last of the hard men, John was often compared to a real life John Wayne in his outlook on life, his strong values of friendship and loyalty, and his laconic sense of humour. He will be sorely missed by all who were fortunate enough to know him, and our thoughts and condolences go to his family and friends.
*****************


Another sudden loss has occurred just as we were going to print. Another Club stalwart and champion competitor Gordon Willoughby passed away on Monday night 10th Jan.He had been talking to members and friends down at the Club just that morning, and seemed to be in fine shape, so his loss comes as a shock to everyone. 

Gordon was an Australian rep in Rugby League, Board Member at Manly Rugby League, a NSW diving champ, in the Army in WW2, and absolutely loved a glass of red with his mates.


Gordon will be missed by his big circle of friends, and again our thoughts and condolences go to family and friends.                 .
HELP !!


As you all know, our annual Signet Manly Surf Carnival is just around the corner. It’s so big, we are holding it over two days, SATURDAY 22nd and SUNDAY 23rd January. We are going to need help from everyone to make this a success. Help will be needed on the Friday afternoon, and all day Saturday and most of Sunday. This is your opportunity to put something else back into the Club, so please get your name down to help. See the noticeboard for details, call the Club Office, Alan Tier on 0412 148 917, or Peter Gard on 0419 411 499. New sponsors SIGNET have put a lot into the Club, so let’s show them how well we run the worlds biggest Club carnival.


Next up in February are the two big swims. We are now the proud organisers of the Cole Classic Swim, which will be on SUNDAY FEB 6th, and naturally, the Steyne Hotel 2km Swim on SUNDAY FEB 20th. Please put these into your diary now for a reminder to help out.


All these events are major fundraisers for the Club. The total membership fees we collect each year cover less than 15% of the Club’s annual budget, and we have to raise the rest. Your help at Club events makes a big difference to our finances every year, so please make sure you turn up and contribute.

----------------------------------------------------------
WELL DONE….


Major sponsor, Ross Ryan’s Steyne Hotel, has recently won the prestigious AHA Community Service Award for the generous support Ross shows so many local charities and sporting groups. Both Ross, and his father Harry before him, have been major supporters of all three Life Saving Clubs on Manly beach, as well as just about every other worthy cause you could name. The only surprising thing about the award is that it’s taken so long for Ross to be given it. Well done Ross – without the support of the Steyne Hotel, our whole community would be a lot worse off.


Next up for a pat on the back is one of our lunatic boatrowers, Nathan New and his friends. Nathan runs the Santa Claus pub crawl each year to raise money for charity. All the participants wear Santa outfits, and pay a merry visit to the various bars in Manly. This year they raised nearly $4000, which went to help Stewart House, and they all had a great time doing it. Good work folks.

-----------------------------------------------------------
TSUNAMI RELIEF EFFORTS

As the world races to help the countries affected by the earthquake and tsunami that followed, our Club is doing its bit as well. The Nippers did a big fundraiser on Sunday 2nd Jan, with almost $3000 for UNICEF from the Nipper bbq and Jenny Knapman’s bucket appeal. Many members have made big private donations to the various charities, and we are involved in Mayor Peter Macdonald’s fundraiser as well. 

Members on patrol collected on the beach for that over the New Year long weekend, raising over $6,000, and the Club donated $1000 to the relief efforts with money raised at Manly Wharf by Cam Coglan, Joel Lewis and others on New Years Eve. Cam made the very spontaneous donation on our behalf on national television on Channel 9, which has generated a lot of comment, mainly about our ongoing community service. 

Being a beachside organisation, the effects of such a disaster are very close to home. Our members have been very generous, and it’s to be hoped that all the affected areas will recover as quickly as possible. For those who had holidays planned in the region, while it may seem strange to go there following a disaster, your holiday may help someone keep their job, and rebuild their lives.

On a happier note, long time member Lee Horwood and his family, who live in Phuket Thailand, are all ok. If you have news of any other members in the region, please let us know.

-----------------------------------------------------------
CLUB SURF RACES


The recent Christmas Day surf race was a massive event, with a record number of entries. Chief Handicapper Don Gain was offered all sorts of presents by people searching for a better handicap, but to no avail. (There’s no truth to the rumour that Don’s favourite book is “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”.)


The big mob took off in the race, and there were prizes galore for all sorts of categories. Outstanding male and female swimmers were Barry Seymour and Julie Speers, runners-up were Bob Herring and Ruth Kelly. Best family team were the Knapmans – Mark, Jenny, Fiona and Sarah. Outstanding Nippers were Dan Alley and Polly Williams, with the U/9 Nipper team of Kate Turner, Sophia Bernard, Jonte Kaplan, Dillen Bruce and Lachlan Bruce. Everyone retired to the sundeck for a few refreshments, before heading off to various Christmas engagements. A fun time, and a good atmosphere for Christmas Day at the Club.


Other Sunday surf races have been run from halfway, the Corso, and are planned from Shelly Beach, as well as the more standard ones in front of the Club. So come on down on Sundays at 9.45am for a 10am start, and try your luck selling your story to the handicapper.

-----------------------------------------------------------
OOPS…


Our hard working Gear Steward Col Tansley was bitten by a computer bug the other day. He ordered over 200 patrol SHIRTS from Branch, but the computer removed the “R”. There is no truth to the rumour that next years patrol shirts are brown rather than yellow.
-----------------------------------------------------------
ADDITIONAL CARNIVAL NOTES


All members are asked to note that our Club gym will be closed for all of both days of the carnival. The area will be used for other activities, including first aid. Secondly, the sundeck will be closed to all members on both days. The hall and sundeck will be used for our VIPs and sponsors, and for the officials after each day of the carnival. 

Our workers will have a special area set up near the IRB shed to cater for them during the carnival, and naturally all genuine workers from that area will be moved up to the main hall when everything has been cleared off the beach and completely packed away. Until the carnival is packed away on each day, no member should be upstairs without permission of the President or Carnival Coordinator. As always, we will be having a big “thank you” party for our Carnival and 2km Swim workers later in the season.

Finally, all members should note that there is NO access to skis and boards during our Carnival, apart from those skis and boards being used in competition and patrol. If you have time to go for a leisurely paddle during the carnival, you have the time to help run it. Anyone ignoring this rule will lose their ski rack space at the Club.
-----------------------------------------------------------
LEASE UPDATE


Seven years ago, then Club President Terry Fitzgerald began negotiations to obtain a lease from Manly Council on our Clubhouse. Every President since has carried that ball further, including Brendan Condie, Ben Wotton, Tony Bonner and now Al Seeney. On the 5th November 2001, Council voted to give us a lease.

Three years ago, we were told in writing by the then General Manager Wayne Collins that the lease would take up to six months to complete, unless the Club paid the Council $5,000 for staff time to get it done quicker. Both former Mayor Jean Hay and present Mayor Peter Macdonald and Councillors including Brad Pedersen have shown strong support for us getting the lease, but it still remains in the hands of Council staff at this time.


To date, the present General Manager Henry Wong has sent the lease documentation to the State Government, and the State Government has signed off on that document, and returned it to Council. We have negotiated regarding refurbishing the Clubhouse, as Council has repeatedly stated that they do not have funds to properly maintain any of the buildings they control. This is the main reason our Clubhouse is in disrepair, apart from the fact that the building is nearly 25 years old, and it is a major reason we are keen to get control of our building as soon as possible.

Your Committee will be spending some of our hard earned cash to get the refurbishment started, with the Club contributing to the costs of fixing up the main hall, and carrying out the work, after negotiations with Council. Our first aim is to get the main hall up and running again, so that it can be hired out and generate income.


To give you a brief list of what we hope to achieve in the future, here’s an overview –

* The lease term will be 20 years, at a nominal fixed rental. * We will be able to build a kiosk and the Australian Surf Museum, following normal DA procedures. All income from kiosk and museum will be retained by the Club, and moving the museum will free up some space for our members. * Council remains responsible for the major structural maintenance of the Club, the exterior, plumbing and electricals, with the Club being responsible for most internal items (painting, carpets, etc). 
* Council will remain responsible for all areas it requires (beach inspectors office, public toilets etc).


As you all know, we don’t just operate on weekends in summer. We are Manly’s biggest volunteer youth education and development group, in addition to our rescue work and other community service (Bear Cottage patrol, Molly & Sophie Trust, Sunnyfield Great Duck Race, and many others). We need to be in charge of our own future, and the lease will assist us in getting closer to that. Our value to the broader community is worth millions of dollars each year, and the elected Councillors in Town Hall have been very good in recognizing that.

The main hurdles have been bureaucratic, and we are expecting progress soon. It would be great to have the Mayor finalise the lease in time for our Carnival, but the present delays are due to staff looking to change the lease as already signed off by the State Government. Let’s hope it doesn’t take much longer, but we’ve hung in this long, and we’re going to succeed eventually. If anyone wants further info on the lease conditions, or would like to help with Club maintenance when we get the lease, contact Ben Wotton, or the Club office.

We are going to be able to do a lot more, particularly for our younger members, once we get the lease. Those young members are our future, and they deserve our best efforts. Once we get the lease, it will be all hands on deck to bring the building up to spec, and to start the next steps towards our goals of kiosk, museum and members areas. This all won’t happen overnight, and we will need ongoing enthusiasm and efforts from all our members to get it all done.
-----------------------------------------------------------
CARNIVAL BITES


We had a good day at Queenscliff carnival, being second in the pointscore, despite many of our competitors being away on holiday, or at holiday jobs. Every section did well, and the results will be on the Club noticeboard, as there are too many to fit in this newsletter.

We may have actually won the pointscore, as there are some typos in the results which may have cost us points. But seeing as it’s only Queenscliff carnival, it’s not that big a deal.
Another highlight was Joel Lewis’s run in the senior beach relay team. Joel, recent victim of an attack by a melting plastic egg slice, ran first leg in the relay. He handed over the baton within centimeters of the leading team (who were last years Australian champions). This set the team up for a solid second place finish, which is good enough for beers.
-----------------------------------------------------------

DON’T FORGET !!

We need help to run our Carnival.
January 22nd and 23rd

FRIDAY 4pm – 7pm

SATURDAY 5am-6pm

SUNDAY 6am – 2pm

Please get your name down for at least one 4-hour shift.

-----------------------------

* Cole Classic Swim
SUNDAY 6th Feb

&

* Steyne Hotel Swim
SUNDAY 27th Feb

We will need some help on the Saturday afternoons, and more on both Sundays from 6am – 12 noon.

Please be there to help.

-----------------------------------------------------------
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