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TWO BLUES NEWS 

Newsletter of Manly Life Saving Club 
November 2004
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

As you will see below we are busy in all areas of the Club. In fact we are bursting at the seams. Without repeating what’s in the newsletter, a big thank you to all members and specially the Office crew for pushing the buttons to make our Club more efficient. Well done.

Again I must remind all members about the parking restrictions – please do not park out the back of the Club.


The next newsletter will see a further update and report on the various meetings I attend with Manly Council, Branch, local business and the Chamber of Commerce.


See you at the Surf Race on Sundays.
Alan Seeney, President.
-----------------------------------------------------
CLUB EVENTS !!

We have a few big events coming up, so get these into your diary now – the first one is a major double. The Max Riddington Shield, plus the Jim Coates Memorial Swim. We are holding these on Life Saver Day, which is an open day for surf clubs around the country.


SUNDAY DECEMBER 5th, be here at 10.30am for an 11am start. All age groups from Masters to Nippers can take part, so there’s no excuse not to get involved. We’ll be firing up the bbq and refreshments after the events are over, and it will be a fun day for everyone.


Next up is the double launch of the Hoddinott IRB and Surf Boat. These have been donated by Bev Hoddinott in memory of her late husband John. The ceremony will take place at 11am on SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER, with bbq and refreshments to follow. All welcome to attend. We want to make this a big day for the Club and the Hoddinott family, so book it in now.

Finally, don’t forget the Club Christmas Day Surf Race held, naturally, on December 25th. There will be heaps of prizes, and lots of fun. Handicapper Don Gain will leave his Christmas wish list on the noticeboard for those who think their handicap isn’t quite right.

-----------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU


Many thanks to all who helped at recent Club functions. We’ve had Club legend Bill Clymer’s ashes scattering, Audrey McCouatt’s ashes scattering, Fred Tricker’s wake, the Nipper Carnival, the Signet photo shoot, and others. Each of these functions took a lot of effort, and each ran brilliantly thanks to the workers behind the scenes. Well done all.


Another “well done” to Hazel Day, who found an antique heirloom gold and jewels ring in the ladies changeroom, and made sure it got back to the distraught owner. The ring was worth heaps, both in money and sentimental value. Good on you Hazel.

Thanks, too, to the crew who went to the World Titles in Italy. They have selflessly donated their medals to the Club’s Australian Surf Museum, so we have a complete set of gold, silver and bronze from that championships for posterity.

-----------------------------------------------------

VALE


We recently lost Eddie Westdorp, father of Club stalwart Cynthia Alley, Savers coach Ron Westdorp and grandfather to their mob of grandkids, many of them Nippers. Eddie was a former Chief Instructor of our Club, and a good mate to so many of our members. His ashes scattering will be on THURSDAY 23rd December 7pm. All welcome to attend.

Also now at that big party in the sky is Fred Tricker snr (Stick’s dad). Fred was a brilliantly generous bloke who spent most of his time quietly helping others.


Our thoughts and prayers go with both families and their many friends.

----------------------------------------------------

& FAREWELL TO SOME MEMBERS


We have had some members leave recently, and we wish them all the best. Guy Wilding and Shelley Oates-Wilding have moved to Canada to coach their national kayak team. Our most recent National champion Candice McMeeking has moved to Tacking Point, as she has study and work commitment there, and long serving patroller Christina McLean has moved to Queenscliff. We wish them all the best, and hope to see them again soon.

-----------------------------------------------------
THE SIGNET PHOTO SHOOT


We had a great morning helping our new carnival sponsor do a photo shoot here last week. (Signet are Australia’s leading packaging and safety supplier). Club stalwart Jon Waddy volunteered his professional photographer talents gratis, and a heap of our members formed the competitors and crowd for a race finish under the Signet arch for our Annual Signet Manly Surf Carnival program and Signet’s national marketing brochure. Thanks to all who attended and helped out – we have yet another happy sponsor on board.

-----------------------------------------------------

TALKING OF SPONSORS….


We now have Nicorette (the nicotine patch people) on board as a patrol sponsor. They have donated $5,000. We applaud their assistance in helping reduce smoking and cigarette butts on our beach, and reducing the health toll for smokers. So, if you or someone you care about is looking to give the smokes the punt, Nicorette is your new life saver.


Also on board again this season is Royal Copenhagen Ice Cream. 
Ice Creammmm……Get yours in the Corso from Royal Copenhagen.


Another recent boost to the boat rowers is Noels Carroll and Roberts Michel’s Patisserie, who have donated a set of oars to our juniors and ladies crews, in addition to everything else they do for our Club. Thanks all for your generous help.

-----------------------------------------------------

MERITORIOUS RESCUE AWARD


In July in the USA, there was a serious accident involving a jet ski and a big powerboat. One of the injured women had massive injuries and died 2 days later, the other a 9 year old girl had multiple leg and arm fractures.


In the midst of the panic surrounding the accident, a young man on holidays in the USA took calm control of the situation, getting quickly to the injured people out in the water and ensuring the best was done.
That young man was 14 year old Matt McCann, a member of our Club who has come up through Nippers. Matt is an outstanding example of a young life saver, and our Club is proud to have him as a member.


He has been nominated for an SLSA award for meritorious conduct by Club Captain Greg Booker, and is thoroughly deserving of that nomination. Well done Matt, and congratulations also on making the Branch rep team in the beach events.
-----------------------------------------------------

SUNDAY HANDICAP SWIMS


Under the experienced hand of Chief Handicapper Race Secretary Don Gain, the Sunday Surf Race is growing rapidly. This month saw one race with over 60 starters. This has increased the pressure on Don, as he now has over 60 people trying to talk him into a winning handicap. There is no truth to the rumour that this seasons rate is a 5 second better handicap per schooner. So come along and join the fun every Sunday – and don’t forget the Christmas Day surf race.
-----------------------------------------------------

THE BILL CLYMER FUNCTION


22 surf boats, over 300 people, kegs, food, wine and a jazz band!! Bill would have loved it. It was a fitting send off for a Club legend, and was a very special day for all his family and friends.

The ashes scattering itself was spectacular, with all the boats and several boards out the back. In a change from tradition, the toast was red wine instead of rum, which probably came as a bit of a shock to the systems of those in the ashes boat.


Many people worked to make the day, helping with food, drinks, setting up and all the rest. Thanks again to all concerned. We did well by Bill and his family, and they pass on their thanks as well. Bill has no doubt built a surf boat, and is cracking huge waves in heaven with the likes of Kelvin Counsell and others. Be cleaning up a few boardriders on the way in, too.

-----------------------------------------------------

CLUB SECURITY

As we inch closer to getting the lease from Council, we are looking at options to increase security. There will be two main components to this.


First is security cameras. We will NOT be putting these in the changerooms (per Annual General Meeting decision), but we will be putting them in other areas of our Club. They won’t be set up for monitoring by anyone, but will be recorded to a secure system. This recording system will be referred to by the Committee and/or the police if there is a problem with vandalism or theft around the Club. New systems will enable us to monitor our Club cheaply and effectively, increasing the safety of our members (particularly Nippers) and their property.

Secondly, we need some better security for accessing the Club. At present, anyone can walk in, and we are losing stuff to thieves all the time. We’ve put a combination access door on the changeroom entrance, only to find that a few dills give the combination to their non-member mates, who pass it on. So we need something better.

Options include pass cards, or keyfob devices that open a door. These work ok in most environments, but you risk losing the important bit in the surf, and they’re hard to attach to your swimwear. 
The best bet is likely to be a fingerprint scanner, where you just stick one finger on a panel near the door, and the door opens for you. There are now systems which are rugged enough to last under the salt and sand hard wear of a surf club, and which are effective in all conditions. You can go for a surf, and not worry about losing your entry card. (Anyone who gets their finger bitten by a shark will have to knock to get back in).
Now the Committee would rather not have members go through this, but it’s worth it long run. You all pay fees to use the Club, and you have a right not to have your gear stolen by some lowlife. This will also mean unfinancial members will get a reminder every time they fail to get in, and thieves will go somewhere else.

We would like feedback from members about these systems, particularly any members who can help install them if we decide to proceed. Drop us a note.

-----------------------------------------------------

CHANGE OF CODE


As notified last month, we will be changing the security door code on Wednesday 30th November. You can only get the code from another member by showing them your CURRENT badge.


DO NOT give the new number to anyone, unless they show you their current badge. Doing so places you at risk of suspension from the Club for stuffing Club security.

-----------------------------------------------------

PATROLS AND PROFICIENCIES

As you note in Greg Bookers weekly patrol newsletter, patrols have been running pretty well, and that’s due to everyone pulling their weight. Well done all. 
All members are reminded about our big Christmas Day patrol lunch and dinner, where we put on a top feed for those patrolling that day. If you’re looking for some company (perhaps family are overseas or interstate), and fun on Christmas Day, sign on and join in.


Proficiencies are progressing, with many members already proficient till Dec ’05. The rest should get theirs done asap, as you can’t compete if you don’t do it before Dec 31st this year. See the Club website or noticeboard for details.
-----------------------------------------------------

PATROL GEAR NOTES


Patrol uniforms will only be issued from 8.30 – 9.30am, or from 12.30pm – 1pm for Saturday and Sunday patrols. You MUST remember to bring your own gear – we don’t have enough to give out spares. Contact Gear Steward Col Tansley on 0412 004 231 if you have any problems.

We are missing a patrol storm jacket from earlier this season. Let’s get it back at the Club where it belongs please – no questions asked.

-----------------------------------------------------

CLUB COURSES & TRAINING


As always, there are heaps of different courses available for members who want to get more qualifications. Chief Instructor Julie Isbill and her crew are doing a top job, and have details on the website and noticeboard for those interested.


We also have a number of members who are trained to use our Cardiac Defibrillator (Packer Whacker). It will soon be stored in the First Aid Room for easier use in emergencies. It’s easy to learn, so contact Julie if you are interested.

Radio Operators Courses:

12th December 4.30pm – 6.30pm.

27th December 4.30pm – 6.30pm

Training Officers Course

4th December – see Julie for details

-----------------------------------------------------

McGrath – a major sponsor

Just another reminder – McGrath Real Estate is giving our Club $1500 extra sponsorship for each sale referral. Our Committee has decided that if you help generate a sale, then you can ask to have some of the money allocated to a Club project of your choice. It could be boat, sprint, swim, Nippers, IRB – anything that helps the Club.


So remember, if family, relatives, neighbours, workmates are thinking of selling property, send ‘em to McGrath, and get them to say Manly LSC recommended they sell through McGrath. The Club has already raised some valuable additional funds this way.

-----------------------------------------------------

INTERBRANCH TEAM DETAILS


Congratulations to the 11 members of our Club who have made the Branch team. The men’s Captain of the team is Cam Coghlan, and the others are Joel Lewis, Nicole Robb, Nicole Fullbrook, Paul Douglas, Matt McCann, Jessica Langrell, Emily Bennett, Tom Fraser-Holmes, Angel McMullen, Nick Mulcahy and Trent Klouzal. So a big chunk of this years team is from our Club. Congratulations all.


The Interbranch competition is on the weekend of the 11th and 12th December, so good luck to all our team.
----------------------------------------------------
LOCKER UPDATE

Now that fees are well overdue, any lockers not paid for will be made available to financial members on the waiting list. If, after that exercise, there are any left, we’ll allocate them to people as they ask.


Any locker contents from unfinancial members will be held for 3 months, and then disposed of if not collected.


Finally, if you have a locker, please ensure that it has a lock on it, and that it remains locked when not in use. Ta.

-----------------------------------------------------

DON’T FORGET….
Sunday 5th December 11am

*Max Riddington Shield*

*Jim Coates Memorial Swim*

then

BBQ and refreshments
All ages from Nippers to Masters welcome to join in. See you there !
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