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TWO BLUES NEWS
MARCH 2007……MARCH 2007……MARCH 2007

INTRODUCTION
One more to go….. Perth WA is the culmination of the efforts our dedicated competitors, coaches and officials have been focussing on these past months. With another outstanding result at State recently, our Club stands ready for the challenge. The competitive season will wrap up with the fun day of the Max Riddington Shield etc a little down the track – more later re time and date.


There is a wonderful buzz around the Club, reflected I thought in the post-State function at the Club. That’s true Manly spirit.


Thank you all again to all who helped out at the Cole Classic and our own Manly Wharf Hotel Ocean Swim. Well done to Al Tier and Ben “The Banger” Wotton for their efforts. Two ladies I would like to single out for tireless work are Cynthia Alley and Deb Hanson. The loud applause they received at the post-State function was a small gesture of thanks from our grateful Club.


Finally a Club thank you to Greg Booker for his continuous input, our patrols dealt with the busiest part of the season admirably, gaining 100% at the most recent Branch inspection – well done. And thanks again to all our Committee for their extra work during my recovery from recent surgery.

Until next time – be happy.

Tony Bonner, President.
THANKS TO…

Another massive month for our Club, and another show of what we can do. The Manly Wharf Hotel Ocean Swim was a great success, raising around $10,000 for the Club. The sponsors are very happy, and the whole day went like clockwork. A HUGE “thank you !!” to every member who turned up to help. It made the day so much easier to run, and more enjoyable for the whole work crew. Thanks are also due to the key area leaders, including John Singleton, Col Tansley, Peter Alley, Warren Jones, Denise Elder, Scott Crawford, Alan Seeney, Cam Coghlan, Simon Gillespie, Rob Speer, Robyne Smith, Tony Vieceli, Duncan Loxton and Zane Ludlow. With Race Coordinator Ben Wotton organizing and directing the show over the previous months, we sent around 700 swimmers out to sea, then got them all back safely, and wanting to come back next year. Thanks to every member who helped, particularly those who got down to the Club at 5am to get things going. And thanks again to the Manly Wharf Hotel for their generous sponsorship of the race.


Next up for thanks are our patrols. While we’ve had a lot of events at the Club, and commitments at State championships, our patrols have been keeping the public safe as always. In fact, during the senior State Championships with over 150 members away at Cronulla, we had a “random” patrol inspection by Branch. Got 100% pass in that inspection, and still flogged the medal tally at State. That sort of backup and commitment by our patrolling members is fantastic, and every competitor knows what a great job patrols do while they are away representing us. Thanks to everyone who is doing their share.


A special thanks to Harris Farm Markets, who have been supporting the Nippers and senior club with bbq food. This has enabled us to feed the troops, and raise much needed funds for our younger members. So drop in to Harris Farm Markets on Pittwater Rd, near the RTA, and show them some support in return. They have a great selection of quality stuff, at really cheap prices. You can get everything you want to cook a meal, and parking’s a breeze on site.


Finally, thanks again to Deb Hanson and Cynthia Alley for all their work on State and National entries and organization, and thanks to all the parents and supporters who back up the competitors with tents, and event coordination at the titles. All our competitors are grateful for the massive effort in the background, which is a key part of our competitive success. Thanks all.

STATE RESULTS

We had a huge NSW titles, coming 2nd overall (just 8 points short of winning outright). Our competitors worked themselves into the ground in every event they could, and the results are amazing. 

Gold medals were won in Open female ironwoman (record 3 in a row for Naomi), Open Patrol comp (record 4 times for any State team event by any Club), U/15 male board relay, open female belt race, open female, U/19 female and U/19 male rescue tube rescue, open and U/19 female surf teams, open 1st aid, open female Taplin, Mixed double ski, U/19 and U/15 mens beach relay, Open mens, open womens, U/17 mens, U/17 womens Champion lifesaver, and (as a consolation win) the Handicap March Past.

Silvers were won in Lifesaver relay, U/15 ironman, U/19 womens and U/15 mens board relay, U/19 female rescue tube rescue, U/19 mens surf teams, U/19 mens ski relay, U/17 mens 2km run, open mens Taplin, open female surf race, U/15 mens Cameron relay, open mens ski, mixed double ski, U/15 mens beach sprint, U/17 mens beach relay, U/17 patrol comp, open, U/17 and U/15 female Champion lifesaver, open mens boardriding.

Bronze medals for the Sky Blues in U/17 womens beach relay, U/15 mens board relay, U/17 mens and U/17 womens board relay, U/15 mens board rescue, U/15 mens surf teams, U/19 ironwoman, open mens board race.

Other boosts to the pointscore (4th, 5th and 6th in finals) include open mens board relay, open  and U/17 womens board rescue, U/17 mens and womens belt race, U/19 womens Taplin, open mens and U/17 womens surf teams, open ski relay, open womens, U17 mens, U/19 mens, U/15 womens and U/17 womens 2km soft sand run, open mens, open mens, U/19 womens and U/15 mens surf race, U/15 mens and U/17 womens Cameron relay, U/17 mens and U/15 womens rescue tube, open double ski, open womens and U/15 mens board race, U/19 womens beach relay and U/17 mens beach sprint.

On top of all that, we had additional representation in 23 other finals at State. All the names and details will be in the Club Annual Report, as befits such a great performance by all our competitors. Well done to all, and to everyone who backed them up.
McGrath Estate Agents news

The start to the 2007 property market has shown to be exactly what I had predicted in my last Newsletter at the end of last year. With the lack of property for sale over the Christmas period and the school holidays, buyers have been starved of new stock. This has resulted in high Auction clearance rates for February in the range of 60% to 70% which has not been seen in Sydney for many years. As more properties hit the market during the course of the next month, we may well see that clearance rate decline, but it is a positive way to start the year for owners and agents alike.

The other big issue that is starting to impact on the residential property market is lack of available rental properties, which is causing the rental market to heat up in terms of competition from prospective tenants, which is helping to return the yields back to the historical levels of around 5% per annum. Higher yields will no doubt bring more investors back to the property market, which in turn should see a rise in property values. I see the unit market as being more affordable and attractive to investors due to the lower Land Tax levels on units versus homes. Traditionally freestanding homes will rise in value faster than units due to supply and demand, but the percentage increase in value may be more similar due to above cost factors. Interest rates will ultimately have the greatest impact on the property market due to the cost of money, along with how much new stock now comes onto the market. 

The recent downturn in the stock market may also see some investors move some of their money back into the property sector. My prediction along with the Sydney Morning Herald’s 2007 Property Guide review is that we will see a steady rise of between 5% to 10% as an average across most suburbs on the Northern Beaches for both houses and apartments. Regards, JAKE ROWE McGrath Estate Agents 
Ph:   (02) 8962 2202 Fax: (02) 8962 2299 
Mob: 0414 612 546

SAVERS RUGBY UNION TEAM


Our famous Club football team, Savers Rugby, is already training for the coming winter campaign. Winners of 6 premierships in the last decade and a half, Savers are always on the lookout for new players and supporters.


If you or your friends would like to get involved, call Savers Secretary Bill “Sticks” Tricker on 9949 3943.


See the Club noticeboard for game details as the season progresses.

ST GEORGE BANK


One of our major sponsors has home loans as easy as ABC :

A  A low competitive rate

B  no monthly fee

C  no minimum loan amount

As well as these simple and straightforward benefits, our new home loan also offers repayment options and a redraw facility for your convenience. Apply now for an extra-low rate.
Speak to your local Lending Manager Debbie Johnson at 25 The Corso Manly

Call Debbie on 0299776722

This special ends 13 April 2007

So if you need a home loan or any other financial or investment advice, see the friendly local staff at St George Bank.
MANLY WHARF HOTEL SPECIALS

To support our sponsorship of Manly Life Saving Club we would like to offer all members:

Wednesday’s - Club Members Night

Starting:  Wednesday, 21st February 2007 from 5pm - Buy a pizza & get one free**
**Current Manly Life Saving Club Member badge must be shown at time of purchase.  Free pizza to be of equal or lesser value.  Can not be used with any other offer.

Regular Promotions

Kids eat free – Mon – Thurs 5.30 – 6.30pm*     

 *1 free child meal per 1 adult meal purchase.  Valid at time of purchase only 

Tues $12 pizza & beer or glass of wine

Girls Night Out – Thurs 6 – 7pm

        “How much would you donate for a glass of Chandon bubbles” all proceeds to National Breast Cancer Foundation.
Sunday Sessions 5pm

------------------------------------------------------------

PS Try the new ribs at the Manly Wharf Hotel restaurant – they’re fabulous !! Ben the Banger.
RESCUE BOARDS

Rescue boards continue to be damaged by people dragging them along the beach. As noted last month, damaged boards cannot be used, and repairs are costly. The only time a rescue board should be dragged anywhere on the beach is in a rescue emergency, or at last few metres to a finish line in a race. DON’T drag them along the beach to the Club, or out to where you are going to use them. Please talk to anyone you see doing the wrong thing, and let a Committee member know about it if it continues. Carry the boards, or don’t use them. Thanks to all those members who have been taking care of our rescue boards, and doing the right thing.

ASSISTING OTHER CHARITIES


Thanks to Zane Ludlow and his helpers for their work assisting the Spastic Centre with their fundraiser over the weekend. Our Club has a great reputation for helping other charitable and community service organisations, even though it means even more volunteer hours by our members. Well done Zane and crew.

MAX RIDDINGTON SHIELD

ALL MEMBERS AND NIPPERS

THE MAX RIDDO SHIELD WILL
BE HELD ON
SUNDAY 1st APRIL

2.30PM
IT WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A SPECIAL EVENT AND CELEBRATION
AT THE CLUB BAR

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND AND HAVE A GO IN THIS FUN TEAM EVENT

GEAR TO PERTH

PLEASE NOTE

The trailer to Perth will be loaded on

THURSDAY 15th MARCH

between

10am and 12 noon

Competitors MUST be there to load their own gear, or arrange a substitute to help.

Bring your OWN straps and padding to secure your gear.

Any problems contact Allan Tier on 0412 148 917









