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TWO BLUES NEWS
MAY 2007……………MAY 2007………….MAY 2007

INTRODUCTION
Another successful patrolling season has drawn to a close, which accords the opportunity to state that “No lives were lost while patrols were on duty”. A Club “Well done” to Club Captain Greg Booker, his Vice-Captains, patrol Captains and patrolling members for this result. The coming winter now allows us to prepare for next season, while our competitors stay in training, the various heads of departments repair Club and competition equipment, new sponsorship opportunities are followed up, plans put in place for the 2007-2008 season and beyond


One of those tasks is taking place as I write. The position of our Club Water Skills Coach becomes vacant after Nationals, to allow all interested parties to apply, and now the difficult task of choosing the BEST PACKAGE for success for our water competitors in the coming season.


I congratulate in advance the successful bidder, offering them any and all support they may require.


Finally, congratulations to all our nominees at the recent SLSNSW “Awards of Excellence”, with a special well done to Tom Fraser-Holmes for his win in the Junior Competitor of the Year category.


Thank you. Be happy. Tony Bonner- President.

NEXT BIG EVENT - SUNDAY JUNE 10th
Our next big fundraiser is the Manly Wharf Hotel Soft Sand Classic, which will be run on the morning of SUNDAY JUNE 10th. We need as many people as we can get to help make this another success for the Club, so please let us know if you can help. Call Ben or Robyne at the office, or email the Club on admin@manlylsc.com.

There will be the usual post-race bbq and drinks for our workers. Crew are needed from 5.30am till about 12 noon. If you can only give a few hours time, we’ll take that. It’s all hands on deck again.

THE “BIG THANK” YOU BBQ


Our traditional Big “Thank You” BBQ will be held a little later this year, so that all those who help in the Soft Sand Classic can be a part of the day. The BBQ is a function to say thanks to all those who have done their patrols properly, or raised funds, or worked at Club events, or worked around the Club, and especially to say thanks to those who’ve done all these things this year. Now we all know that members don’t look for thanks for doing their share round the Club, but we like to say thanks anyway. New members who have done their patrols are part of the team, so come along.


BBQ will start at 12 noon on SUNDAY JUNE 24th. See you there.
THANKS TO ….


While we’re on the “thanks” trail, many thanks to those who helped out in the recent swim to raise money for the tsunami victims in the Solomons, including those who actually swam. Well done.


Thanks to members like Jack Leary, Mick Wilkinson, Joe Alagich, Max Rawson , Al Tier and others who quietly work behind the scenes keeping our Club and surrounds tidy. While we do have some paid cleaning, members efforts on this front are vital, so thanks to all who help. (Remember – we’re a volunteer Club. If you can fix something, or clean something yourself to help out, jump in. It’s part of being a member.)


Next up thanks to Peter Gard, Robyne Smith, Ben Wotton, Cynthia Alley and especially McMillan Print and our Auditors KPMG for helping with the massive task of getting our Annual Report underway for the past season. It’s not an easy job, and making our Report look so professional every year takes a lot of effort. Thanks to all involved.


Finally, thanks again to all our sponsors. When you read the Annual Report and realize how much it costs to run the Club and help our community, you also realize how important our sponsors and donors are to us. Remember to give our sponsors first thought for your business, and to recommend them to your friends.

ANNUAL PRESENTATION

Our Annual Presentation night will be Saturday 14 July, here at the Club. Always a big night, so put it in your diary now.

SAVERS RUGBY

Savers have made their traditional slow start to the season, but are improving with every game. As usual at this end of the season, Savers have a lot of new players, and we will build playing combinations as we go. Check the Club noticeboard for dates and grounds of Savers games. Still the best team in NSW, and always fun for the supporters.

McGRATH

The first half of 2007 has continued to show that the property market on the Northern Beaches is hot this year. Our office has seen our Auction clearance rate hovering at around 85%, and the Sydney Auction Clearance rate has held steady at about 60%. The property market is especially strong at the top end of the market, for homes and apartments from about $1 Million and upwards. We are seeing many of the homes and apartments that the Manly Office has recently sold sell for prices that were well above the owners’ expectations. Many buyers at the top end of the market have explained that the strength of their shares in stock market and their super funds have contributed to their ability to upgrade to better homes.

This has without doubt been my most successful year ever in residential real estate sales. Some recent examples demonstrating the strength of the local market are as follows: I have just had three big sales in Bower Street, Manly – 42 Bower Street, Manly sold to a local family who were swapping from back side of the street to the cliffs’ edge (price is confidential – but in excess of $4 Million); 51 Bower Street, Manly with a buyers guide of over $2,500,000 for $2,950,000 within 17 days of the first advertisement; 55 Bower Street, Manly only two doors away came onto the market shortly after and was sold within two days of taking a select group of buyers through who had missed out on the other home, and the property was sold for a record price for that side of the street (confidential – but in excess of $3 Million); 47 Smith Street, Manly – an original three bedroom cottage on the flat of Manly with a buyers guide of over $1,500,000 sold for $1,725,100 within 18 days of the first advertisement; 18 Pacific Parade, Manly sold for $1,350,000 within 40 days – this property had been on the market for over two years with two previous agents.

For all of those buyers that missed out on these homes, here are some properties that we are now commencing marketing campaigns for: 22 Collingwood Street, Manly – a renovated full brick four bedroom two bathroom home with an undercover car space only 100 metres from the beach; 8 Charles Street, Harbord – an immaculately presented three bedroom, 2.5 bathroom, double lock up garage townhouse also a very short distance from the beach; 132 Headland Road, North Curl Curl – a three bedroom house on a 779m2 block of land, with DA approved plans to renovate and go up a level to take in ocean and district views. Our office has many other listings that may well suit if you are looking to purchase, and I also have a number of properties that are booked in for Auction campaigns after the Queens Birthday in June.

If you would like to discuss the possibility of buying or selling now or within the next few months, then please give Jake Rowe a call on 8962 2202 or 0414 612 546.
SHAKE-SHAKE SWIM FOR GIZO

The what ?? For who ?? We were approached by Paul Ellercamp of oceanswims.com, to run a fundraising swim for the victims of the tsunami in the Solomon Islands. Apparently, our two ocean swims (Manly Wharf Hotel 2km, and the Cole Classic) are the best run and safest ones on the calendar, so we were asked to help. As the funds were being directed to the charity Rotary in Gizo, race coordinator Ben Wotton suggested to Paul that our local Rotary Club might like to be involved.

On very short notice, Club admin genius Robyne Smith organized all the permits, and we took on the water safety for the swim. Plenty of members turned up to help out, and we had every IRB, rescue board and a pile of skis out keeping an eye on the swimmers. Much of the registration work and other stuff on the day was done by the Rotary Club of Manly Sunrise, some of whom are also members of our Club. The swim was a fun one from Shelly Beach to our Club, and the conditions were perfect. MC for the event was David Koch, who hosts the Sunrise program for Club sponsor Channel 7, and he did a great job too.

So thanks to all who helped raise around $10,000 for those poor people living around Gizo in the Solomons. A great example of how our Club helps others, outside our normal community service. Well done all.

CONSTITUTION UPDATE


Our Club Constitution is always a work in progress, as we adapt to new issues and opportunities. Your Club Committee and the Constitution Committee are there to discuss and refine things. Any planned changes are then put to all our members for discussion and a vote at an AGM, or a Special General Meeting if we need to have one for that purpose.


Changes over recent years have had to take into account new and changed State Laws, the rise of email and mobile phones, Occupational Health and Safety issues, and plenty of other stuff. Our Rules, Constitution and By-Laws form the basis of our whole Club, so a lot of thought and work has to go in to any changes we make for the benefit of future generations of members.

YOGA FOR KIDS

Nipper U/6 Age manager Jane Hamilton is has a “Yoga for Kids” course, available at Qi Natural Therapies & Yoga. This is an 8 week course every Wednesday, with different age groups (from 3-6yo, 6-9yo, 9-12yo) at different times. Cost is $80 for the course or $12 per session. Lots of benefits for kids, no experience necessary.

 Jane is also offering a free class to Club members, on Tuesday mornings from 6.30am – 7.15am, at the Qi centre, cnr Moore and Albert Sts Harbord. Call Jane on 0404 796 665 if you are interested in either the kids classes, or the free session.

PATROL LOCKERS

A number of keys are missing from the new plastic Patrol lockers situated near the change rooms. These lockers are only meant for use by patrol members while on patrol. They are not for members to take permanently. All the lockers will be emptied shortly, and any contents removed, so if you have kept a key, return it now and empty the locker please.

OTHER LOCKERS


Apologies to those who have been on the locker wait list for some time now. Lack of time has led to the latest locker update being held over while we did other stuff. There will be some more lockers bought for the mens change rooms soon, and ALL unfinancial members lockers will be emptied and reallocated as time permits. We would like to get more lockers for the ladies, but space does not permit that at the moment. Extra facilities for our women members is a key priority for the Club when we can rearrange the small spaces we have downstairs.
MANLY WHARF HOTEL

Don’t forget the great specials available for members at our sponsors the Manly Wharf Hotel :

Wednesday’s - Club Members Night

Starting:  Wednesday, 21st February 2007 from 5pm - Buy a pizza & get one free**
**Current Manly Life Saving Club Member badge must be shown at time of purchase.  Free pizza to be of equal or lesser value.  Can not be used with any other offer.
Regular Promotions

Kids eat free – Mon – Thurs 5.30 – 6.30pm*     

 *1 free child meal per 1 adult meal purchase.  Valid at time of purchase only 

Tues $12 pizza & beer or glass of wine
Wed $12 pasta & beer or glass of wine

Girls Night Out – Thurs 6 – 7pm

        “How much would you donate for a glass of Chandon bubbles?” - all proceeds to National Breast Cancer Foundation.
Sunday Sessions 5pm – DJ from 5pm
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------------------------------------------------------------

DON’T FORGET

We need your help here for the

MANLY WHARF HOTEL

SOFT SAND CLASSIC

SUNDAY JUNE 10th 6am – 12.30.

Please call the Club to let us know if you can help

===========================================================================

FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS OUR SPONSOR IS THERE TO HELP :










