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TWO BLUES NEWS
CHRISTMAS 2007……………CHRISTMAS 2007
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE


The club is continuing to build in all areas and this last month has seen the culmination of a lot of hard work by a number of members that has resulted in:

· Patrols being of a high standard,

· many life saving awards being obtained including ARC, SRC and Bronze,

· 99% members passing their proficiency,

· youth education and new member induction,
· successful social functions, get togethers and charity events,

· a great start to competitive season by our competitors and coaches,

· educational tours and lunches for various groups including charitable organisations,

· a successful golf day,

· the smooth running of Club in administrative matters,

· advantageous sponsorship and financial management.

The majority of our members are involved in at least one of these areas and a large numbers are involved in many of the areas. I congratulate each of you on your efforts and your contribution.

The are too many people to single out and thank however please accept a general “thankyou” on behalf of all members for the work you have done and continue to do there is no doubt the strength of our club is in its team work and commitment either in admin, social matters or competition. 

As we move into the start of the new year we will continue to need your support for our major events as set out in this edition. All help is welcome and will be appreciated.

Finally, on behalf of the Committee of MLSC I would like to wish all members and their families a great Christmas season and all the best for the New Year. See you at the club.
Robbie Williams – President.

CHRISTMAS DAY SURF RACE 10am start

THANKS TO…..

First up for thanks this time round are the big crew who organized our Golf Day. Noel Carroll and his whole family, Gary Ballard and his family, Al and Liz Lewis and family, Chris Ryals and family, Darryl Andrijin, Simon Gillespie, Al Tier, Dave Hickey and all the wonderful sponsors. Gold sponsors included Westpac Bank, Harris Farm Markets, Citi Smith Barney, Genesys Wealth Advisors, Jaycar Electronics, Scooby Dooz Puppy Play Skool and Dog Day Spa, John Brennan Hair and The Grate King (Dennis Durham). There were also a swag of silver sponsors and people who donated prizes and auction items on the day. Thanks again to everyone who made the day such a success. More about Golf Day later in this issue.

Every year the Golf Day team raise a big slab of money for our Club, and we’d do it tough without those valuable funds. Thanks heaps for another great day for the Club and members.

Next up is the Cole family. Everyone in Australia knows that the Cole Classic 2km Swim is the best Ocean Swim on the calendar, and the Cole family bought the event to us a few years ago. Their generous help has raised over $75,000 for the Club in the last three years, and that’s a lot of money. So thanks again to the Cole family, and to all those who help sponsor and run the event.

Maureen Goldston-Morris is one of life’s quiet achievers. As a Patron of our unique Australian Surf Museum, Maureen has been sponsoring heritage items and work, as well as driving support for the Museum through her extensive contacts in the broader community. Maureen is a great example of the kind of people who support our Club, and we really appreciate everything she has done for us.

Thank you to all those who supported the BBQ held on Sunday 9 December 2007 to help raise funds for our Club sending a team to the World Championships to be held in Germany in July 2008. Special thanks to the Nippers for lending their BBQ gear and Harris Farm for supplying the food. Also to the BBQers Cam Coghlan, Joel Lewis, Emma Parsons, Rique Sharman, Wayne Larden, Flo Epper, Polly Williams, Jacqui Mooy, Paul Douglas and special special thanks to Matt Harris, last man standing.
CALLING ALL COMPETITORS !!


As you know, you need a MINIMUM of 25 hours patrols done before December 31st, or you are on the sidelines for the Branch, State and Australian Championships next year. Not many patrol days left to make sure you’re in the team. The Club will not be sending anyone who hasn’t pulled their weight as a life saver, so get your hours in now. If you have any issues, you need to sort them out with the Competition Deputy Pres Mark Epper and Club Captain Warren Jones. If you leave it to the last minute, you’ll be watching from the grandstands instead of being on the starting line.

CHRISTMAS DAY LUNCH & SUPPER


Over the past few years, we’ve established a tradition of a free Christmas Day lunch and supper for our patrols. This is a way of thanking them for their dedication to duty, and for protecting the public on such a big day.


Now many of our patrolling members have family away, or overseas for Christmas. If you are one of those members, or would just like to help patrol on Christmas Day, please come along. It’s a good day and you get to have lunch or supper (or both) with your fellow clubmates. We do need as many as we can get on patrol over the Christmas period, so come along and be part of a growing tradition.

CLUB CENSUS


To get a snapshot of our Club, and to help with planning for our future, we are having a Census of all Club members. Please take the time to fill this in and get it back to the Club office. Even though your Committee has its finger on the pulse pretty well, your opinions and information will help make sure they are more fully informed. So fill the Census in, and mail, fax or deliver it back to the Club office as soon as you can. Ta.

EVENTS NEXT YEAR


Once you’ve finished the Christmas shopping, the ham, turkey and pudding, and survived New Years Eve, take a break. 

That’s because we need you to be fit and healthy to help with our big fundraiser events in January and February – the Westpac Bank Manly Surf Carnival, the Cole Classic Ocean Swim and the Manly Wharf Hotel Ocean Swim. Please keep the end of January and the two Swims in February in mind for major fundraising for your Club. The tremendous work done by our volunteers make these the premier events of their kind in Australia, so we’ve a reputation to keep up. See you there.

THE BIG GOLF DAY


Another massive day for the elite of the golfing universe. Another massive jackpot for the people who get golf balls out of the dams at Wakehurst Golf Club. Another massive hangover as Saturday 8th December cancelled across the state.

In a piece of genius timing, the golf finished and the post-Golf Day seminar was in full swing by the time the cyclone hit around 5pm. The seminar helped protect the Club, as the pressure of the beer fumes inside the hall probably stopped the windows from blowing in. Unable to leave the Club due to the inclement weather, several serious problems in the world were discussed and solved. Anyone remembering those solutions the next day is asked to tell the rest of the mob.


As you know, our Annual Golf Day is a major fundraiser, pronounced fun-draiser. In its 11th  very successful year, the Golf Day crew have shown their skills again, with a fabulous day had by all. The amount of work that goes into doing the whole thing is huge, and our Club is lucky we have so many people dedicated to making sure people have a great time. The Club will benefit with rescue equipment, patrol funding, youth education and development, and competition funding as well. Another benefit is that we show sponsors how dedicated our members are, and how much we appreciate the help we get from sponsors and donors for our life saving activities. Thanks again to all involved. Book in now for next years assault on the rules and etiquette of the game of golf.

NANNY/ BABYSITTER WANTED


Our Admin Assistant Virginia Bennett has recommended a good family who are looking for a nanny/babysitter for two primary school aged kids. The job would be four afternoons per week starting early February. If any of our members are interested in this job, please call Liz on 0417 689 672. Liz will explain details and pay with anyone interested.

CLUBHOUSE STUFF


Without getting gnarly for Christmas, all members need to remember some clubhouse basics:

You MUST have your badge or Probationary card with you to use the gym. No badge – NO workout.

Don’t park out the back of the Club. We only have a couple of spots for all our Committee, admin, nippers Exec, Club captain etc who NEED those spaces to do the work of our Club.

All members should help keep our Club tidy. It’s your job as a member, not someone elses.

Absolutely NO MOBILE PHONES or cameras may be used in the changeroom area. If your phone rings while you are in that area, too bad. Answer it later. NO excuses on this rule.

Finally, many thanks to all the members doing the right thing. Your support is really appreciated.

PS. We will be changing the code on the changeroom security door soon. DON’T give that number to anyone who can’t show you their membership badge.
LOOKING AFTER PATROL GEAR

Patrol gear saves lives. Looking after it saves gear, which saves lives. Pretty simple.


If you know of patrol gear that needs attention or repair, TELL SOMEONE. Gear Steward, Club Captain, Patrol Captain, Safety Officer. The whole Club is keen to have our gear in top shape for that all important time it’s needed to save a life. And before you use any patrol gear for training, or patrol, check it first to see if it needs repair. If so, don’t use it. Put it aside and TELL SOMEONE.

COMPETITION NOTES


Congratulations to all six of our successful NSW State reps. They won the Interstate Championships, with Naomi at the helm as co-Captain of the team. Naomi was also part of the Australian team to Germany for the pool Life Saving international German Cup there, and competed in the International Surf Challenge at Bondi over the same week as the Interstate.


All our Club members did really well, with Tom Fraser-Holmes 1st swim, 1st ironman, 1st board rescue, 5th board, 2nd Cameron relay, Nick Mulcahy won his sprint, Jo Way combined with Naomi to win the board rescue, Trent Klouzal and Drew Langford also contributed to the team gold medal for winning the Interstate pointscore.

One of the highlights of the whole weekend was Naomi finally showing her form in the beach relay. Big future in that event when she gets tired of the water ! She also won her ski race, surf race and rescue tube rescue. Well done all.

WESTPAC BANK


Our newest sponsor has taken on naming rights to our big Annual Carnival, which will now be called the Westpac Bank Manly Surf Carnival. In addition, Westpac have taken up the naming rights to all the individual U/13 and U/14 events at the Carnival. So now when you think banking, finance, superannuation, home loans or just about money, think Westpac and pay them a visit.

MANLY WHARF HOTEL

· Manly Wharf Hotel NYE Fireworks 9pm, Manly Cove - street performers along East & West Esplanade from 6pm

· NYE at Manly Wharf Hotel – DJ from 9pm, regular bar food & pizza kitchen menu 
Entry $10 from 8pm

· Plus all the regular promotions – Kids Eat Free – Mon – Thurs – 5.30 – 6.30pm Kids Eat Free (conditions apply)

· Tues $12 pizza & beer or glass of wine (conditions apply)

· Sunday sessions with DJ from 5pm
McGRATH ESTATE AGENTS

John McGrath’s Market Review – Summer

As we enter the Summer season, the property market continues to perform well. The Spring season was strong with auction clearance rates across Sydney at an average 61.8% for the industry (72% for McGrath). In Sydney, Australian Property Monitors (APM) recorded 6024 auctions in September, October and November compared to 5207 last year, indicating greater buyer and seller confidence. As anticipated, interest rates rose in November due to inflation concerns and this continues to impact the lower end of the market. Many people are fixing their loans to protect themselves in this volatile economic climate. Now that the Federal Election is over, I believe the economy will resettle and continue its growth well into the future, underpinning the market recovery. Sydney’s median house price rose 2.9% to $548,344 in the September quarter, while apartment prices dipped by 0.3% to $364,324, according to APM. Sydney’s median house price is up 4.6% for the year, which is healthy growth for a recovering market especially in a higher interest rate climate. It pales in comparison to Melbourne (19.5%) and Brisbane (16.7%), indicating there is still time for Sydney buyers to find value locally.

With a strong economy and the continuing resources boom, I predict Australia will have its first $100 million waterfront house within five years. Today’s record prices are tomorrow’s good buys. Demand is equally strong for luxury apartments as it is for houses, particularly as more baby boomers shift into high security, low maintenance properties in lifestyle locations. House and apartment buyers in the $4 million-plus range in Sydney’s East, North Shore and Northern Beaches should feel particularly confident with significant price growth likely at this end of the market over the next two or three years at least due to unrelenting demand.

Smart sellers are booking their auction campaigns for the busy February and March period now and some of these properties are already listed on the internet. This can be a highly effective marketing strategy particularly for properties in high tourism areas like the Central Coast and Sydney’s East and Northern Beaches. The holiday season provides a great opportunity to capture the ex-pat market, with hundreds of ex-pats returning to Australia for the Christmas each year. Demand is especially high for family homes on the Lower and Mid North Shore and Northern Beaches in the $3 million-plus range. 

John McGrath’s hot Summer picks

Manly Region and Northern Beaches

Hot stock: Three and four bedroom houses or apartments within walking distance of the beach with views Main buyers: Families (houses) and executive couples and downsizers (apartments) who want the luxury beachside lifestyle without the Eastern Suburbs price tag. Hot suburbs: Harbord, Queenscliff, Fairlight, Collaroy
JOHN McGRATH Chief Executive McGrath Estate Agents
AFL Rec Footy wants you!
AFL Recreational Football is a new and exciting game for men and women over 16 years of age. “Rec Footy” has only been played in the Northern Beaches area for 12 months, with 12 teams currently playing at Kierle Park, Manly on Monday nights.

 
As a part of the AFL/Nippers partnership, we’d love to see the addition of a Manly SLC team in the next competition. The Northern Beaches AFL Recreational Football mixed twilight competition starts on Monday 14 January. It’s completely non-contact, great for fitness and loads of fun. Rec Footy is great for anyone who enjoys getting out and being active. Whilst it has strong parallels with the traditional game, it has been modified to allow people of all ages and skill levels the chance to participate.

It’s less physically demanding and is played in a friendly, social environment. It also has minimal time commitment and a major emphasis on fun and safety.

You don’t need any previous experience nor any knowledge of the game as the rules are simple and will be explained at the beginning, along with regular email updates and umpires that “teach on the run”.

The game is played between two teams of eight with an unlimited number of interchange players. Matches run for 40 minutes on a field approximately 100 x 50 metres in size.

The Northern Beaches competition will be a mixed team format with each team required to have three female players on the field at all times. If you’re keen to play, but don’t have a full team, simply enter as an individual.

· The cost of the competition is $700 per/team 

· Matches will be scheduled at either 6.30pm or 7.15pm

The Northern Beaches competition is coordinated and run by AFL staff and will officially kick-off on Monday 14 January at 6.25pm for registration and rule briefing.
If you are interested in forming a team or require more information, please email Rowan at sydnorth-recfooty@aflnswact.com.au or visit www.aflnswact.com.au and click on the ‘AFL Recreational Footy’ link.
CHRISTMAS DAY SURF RACE 10am start
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR


TO ALL OUR MEMBERS, SUPPORTERS AND FAMILIES











