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TWO BLUES NEWS 

SEPTEMBER 2005…………SEPTEMBER 2005…………SEPTEMBER 2005

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE

Dear Members, 

With the new season just around the corner things at the Club are starting to rev up. This season looks like being one of our busiest, with record patrol members and new members coming in off the street. Our juniors are also expecting a bumper season with registrations last weekend taking almost the whole of Sunday to complete. On the competition side of the club we have our Coach and his assistants already working the competitors in readiness for the new season. I noticed Tony Vieceli and his ski boys have not stopped training all through the winter, along with some of our boat crews, in fact most of our Competitors have trained all through the winter months.

With the AGM behind us (seems so long ago) we have most of our positions filled, and we see some new faces in the line up. e.g. Cynthia Alley as Secretary, Denise Elder as our Social Director. I am sure we can see some very beneficial changes coming to the front.

Robyne our very popular Admin Officer has been working a lot from home caring for her husband Roger, however Robyne is still working full time for us and can be contacted through our club number, to handle any queries you may have eg. hall booking, patrol info, membership queries etc. I know Robyne is always ready to help. Thanks Robyne.

Before I pass over the body of the newsletter I must make mention of the very successful special meeting that was held last Sunday to discuss the future directions of the Club regarding the Building. This meeting was addressed by members of the Pavilion Committee and answered many questions. The outcome was an array of ideas from all members in attendance and these ideas will be researched and you will be advised of the outcomes. As President I was delighted with the numbers who attended and the very spirited and robust discussion that took place. Thank you for taking the time and the interest in attending. Back to the newsletter. So I will close now and leave you in the hands of the editor.

Yours in lifesaving,-AL SEENEY, PRESIDENT

----------------------------------------------------------
VALE


We bid a fond farewell to long serving member and Manly legend Spencer Hemi, known to many as “The Voice of Manly Rugby”. Spencer had a heart as big as he was, and was highly regarded by all who knew him. His intelligence and sense of humour was outstanding, and he always had time for young people. The Club was honoured to host his ashes scattering here, in conjunction with his other ashes scattering  by his family in New Zealand. As his brother said – “there was plenty of Spencer to go round.”


His ashes scattering here was video taped, as were stories from the assembled huge mob in Hawaiian shirts. The footage is being edited to send to his family in NZ, with our heartfelt condolences.


Another loss in our Club was the passing of Treasurer Scott Crawford’s father Alan Robert Crawford, aged 90. He was highly regarded in his community, and our thoughts and condolences go to Scott and family.

-----------------------------------------------------------

THANKS TO…


Even though it’s winter we’re still busy. Recent events include the AGM, the Annual Presentation, and the Soft Sand Classic.

At the AGM a number of members gave up their time to make sure the meeting ran smoothly. Flo Epper, Emma Williams, Bert Adams, Tony Bonner, Denise Elder, Robyne Smith and Ben Wotton were among those due for thanks.


Annual Presentation was another big one, as written up in the Annual Report. Lots of folks helped Ben Wotton make our biggest ever Presentation work really well, including Greg Booker with video stuff, Tony Bonner on the bbq, Billy Tatts with the cleaning and others. Another massive success for us all.


The Soft Sand Classic took heaps of work, and many members jumped in to help. For a change it’s a big list. The only question you should ask is how you get on the list next year (naturally, apologies if you should be on this list, corrections will appear next newsletter).


In no particular order, Robyne Smith, Al Tier and sons, Geoff Thorsen, Norm Huggett, Col and Fran Brenchley, John Singleton, Keith and Jo Nipperess, Greg and Tom Bennett, Larry Buono, John Quittner, Dave Smith, Matt Logan, Graham Maher, Cam Coghlan, Zane Ludlow, Simon Gillespie, Michael and Sue Rawson, Tony Bonner, Nathan Davies, Georgina Pelly, Brendan Condie, Ian White, Mark Honey, Frank Postle, Tim Trumbull, Steven Lewis, Anne Gleason, Ivan Lawrie, Charlie Haynes, Nicole Mack, Bert Adams, Hazel Day, Daniel Mulcahy, Col Girdler, Peter Gard, Kerry Doyle, Peter Langrell, Robbie Stewart, Phil Cox, Brendon Cropper, Paul Sawkins, and about 10 other people whose sign-ons we can’t decipher (but many thanks for helping anyway). 

Also due for thanks are the crew from SEA, who managed the event. Included there are Craig and Rebecca Riddington, Scott Wood, Cam Coghlan and the other SEA staff. A great event, thanks to those who did the work.

Recently, a Manly local, Ruth Leggett, donated $2,000 to us, in memory of her good friend Ronald J Reilly. He was a young man in the RAAF in the war, and was rescued here at Manly by our life savers in 1943. Ruth wanted to say thanks again to us for saving her friends life. The funds will buy a new rescue board on behalf of Ronald, and sponsor the restoration and display of one of our key heritage photos. Thanks Ruth.
Finally, thanks to those who helped make Spencer Hemi’s ashes scattering a very special day, including Ben Wotton, Bill McMahon, Bill “Sticks” Tricker, Tony Bonner, Frank Ellis and others. Particular thanks to Spencer’s brother and sister, who allowed us a share of the big man for our own farewell here at the Club

SPONSORSHIPS


The Club continues to attract major sponsors, and one of the key reasons is the loyalty and support shown sponsors by our Club members, families and friends.


The new sponsorship by St George Bank is a great boost to both Senior Club and Nippers. St George is now our exclusive banking and financial services sponsor, so we need to show them we appreciate the huge amount of money they are putting in to our Club. In addition to the sponsorship, each member can raise money for the Club.


If you, or anyone you know is looking for a loan, call Debbie Johnson at St George Manly on 9977 6722. Doesn’t matter what suburb you live in, or even what state – call Debbie at Manly. She’ll organise things from there. If you decide to take up a loan with St George ($30,000 or more), the Club will receive $500 extra sponsorship.


Look at it this way – sell your house through McGrath Estate Agents, the Club gets $1500. Buy your new house with a St. George loan, the Club gets $500. That’s $2,000 to your Club for dealing with the best professionals in the business. And you decide which section of the Club gets the money. Tell your friends as well.

MORE SPONSORS NEEDED


We have a lot of opportunities for more sponsors in our Club. Your business, your  contacts or friends could be the key to getting a new sponsor involved. You can help – talk to people about being part of the greatest Club in the world.


Our new Museum, kiosk and other facilities are going to cost a fair amount of money. You could be the one who brings that big sponsor on board. Naming rights to the Australian Surf Museum are up for grabs right now. It’s a big deal, and would be a perfect marketing opportunity for many companies.


Most sponsors are on board through someone they know who is a member. So please talk us up to every company head honcho you know, and give the Club’s sponsorship Committee any leads you can. Ta.

LETTER FROM A BIG SPONSOR
Dear Committee and fellow Members
 
I write as a sponsor of the club and regret to advise that it will no longer be possible for me to sponsor the Manly Life Saving Club to the degree that I have done over the  past few years. This decision has been forced upon me by the current dispute with NRMA.  
 
You may have noticed in the local press that I have recently been busy with other members of the Smash Repair Industry in protesting against NRMA Insurance because we don’t believe that they have  the policy holder or the smash repairers in  their formula for the future. During the 35 years I have been in business as Mosman Smash Repairs, I have willingly repaired motor vehicles for NRMA.  We have now been told that they have to reduce their bottom line by $30million this financial year.   
 
As a result, repairers who repair cars for NRMA will be forced to tender low and therefore reduce the quality of the repair work done on their customers vehicles. Mosman Smash Repairs prides itself on quality workmanship and is not prepared to work under these conditions. As a result, Mosman Smash has not quoted a job or repaired a vehicle for the NRMA for the last 10 weeks. 
 
My business is hurting; we are down to 50% of our normal work but on principle we will stand firm and not relent as we believe in what we are fighting for .... a fair deal for  the policy holders and for the repairers. I feel so strongly about this that I have made a personal decision not to repair for the NRMA until they meet with  the MTA and resolve the dispute.
 
In the meantime, if any  of the members are insured with an insurer other than NRMA and CGU, NZI ,STATE, SWAN, SGIC, SGIO, etc (which NRMA own) we would love to hear from them in  relation to any smash repairs or painting required in relation to their motor  vehicle. 
  
Members can call the MTA 92114955 for other  insurers who will allow them to choose their repairer.  
 
Thank you for your time and again my apologies to the club (particularly the surfboat section) for my inability to provide support at this time.    Yours sincerely,


Graham Moore
Mosman Smash Repairs

 78-80 Kenneth Rd Manly Vale


What can you do to help Graham? If your car needs smash repairs, direct it to his business. He’s helped us for years, now let’s help him.

CHILD PROTECTION


Enclosed with this newsletter is a Prohibited Employment Form. These are part of our Club’s Child Protection Policy, and are also a requirement of Surf Life Saving NSW.


It’s important that you sign yours, and get it back NOW! In future we are hoping to include this form with your Membership Renewal, but this time round we need to do it this way.


So sign it, and send it back to the Club today !

MOBILE PHONES IN THE CLUB


All members should note that NO mobile phones or any cameras may be operated or used while in the changeroom area. If you see any member break this rule, please report it to a Committee member or Child Protection Officer immediately.


Do NOT answer your mobile if it rings while you are in the changeroom. There are no exceptions to this rule.

MEMBERSHIP FEES NOW OVERDUE


Here’s your chance to save a stamp, and possibly a late fee on your membership. If you haven’t paid your fees yet, send them back with your Prohibited Employment Form.

EMAIL ADDRESSES


If you don’t get emails from the Club, but you do have email, send us your email address. Just email the Club at admin@manlylsc.com with a request to put you on the list. If you change your email address, let the Club know so we can stay in touch.

CLUB SECURITY


While we’re on Clubhouse issues, our AGM saw members bought up to date with potential new security measures, and there is a lot of enthusiasm for getting these things going.


We will be installing security cameras around the Club (though obviously not in the changeroom/toilet area), and we’re very close to a new access system. Leading contender there is a “fingerscanner” system, which looks at the unique structure under the skin of your finger, not your fingerprint.


This would mean you don’t have to carry a key tag or card into the surf to get back into the Club. Wrinkly wet fingers don’t confuse the system either. Our hardworking Pavilion Committee is looking at this now, and we hope to have something happening by summer.


In the meantime, keep asking people for their membership badges, and don’t give the security door number to anyone who can’t show you their 2005-2006 Club badge. Ta.

RIDDO ON BOARD (AND SKI)


As part of our drive to improve our water competitors, our Club has bought Life Member Craig Riddington on board in the position of Head Water Skills Coach. This will help coordinate the training and techniques of our many swimmers, board and ski paddlers, and hopefully will be reflected in the enjoyment and success level of that section of our Club. It will also support the excellent efforts of our Ski Captain/coach Tony Vieceli and Board and Swim Captain Cam Coghlan.


Any Club member can take part, and the overall training schedule will be put on both Club noticeboard and Club website for those interested.


Nippers, U/15, U/17s, U/19s, Opens and Masters all welcome to take advantage of Craig’s and the other coaches expertise and experience.


If we can bring the Water sections up to the same number of medals won per person as our beach sprinters and Life Saving competitors, we’ll be unbeatable at State and Nationals.
TRAINING – BRONZE, IRB, ARC, etc


Heaps of members are getting qualifications that will help them be better life savers. If you’re interested, contact our brilliant Chief Instructor (and Clubperson of the Year) Julie Isbill. Julie’s team of instructors are the best in the business, and are keen to help.


Another aspect is that any qualifications you get through the Club are now recognised throughout Australia, and qualify for full recognition in the workplace. Many workplaces will give you a pay increase if you have the right safety qualifications.

AGM AND LIFE MEMBERS


Our AGM saw four new Life Members added to the very small and exclusive list in our Club. Craig Riddington, Greg Bennett, Mick Wilkinson and Tony Tier were voted into Life Membership to the acclaim of the assembled members. It turns out that with this four on board, we have more living Life Members than deceased ones for the first time in decades. Congratulations all.


Other important recognition at the AGM went to Distinguished Service Awardees Cynthia Alley, Max Humphries, Dave Ronald, Geoff Thorsen, Alan Tier, Mark Epper, Frank Ellis, Noel Froggatt, John Hicks and Bruce Johnson, and our first ever Volunteer Recognition Award went to hard working Competition Manager Robbie Stewart. Well deserved awards in every case.

SAVERS RUGBY


In a bigger sporting disaster than losing the Ashes, Savers just missed out in their attempt to win their third straight Rugby Union Premiership. Winning the minor premiership seemed to send some of the Savers players into “it’ll be easy” mode, and the end result showed that, with Bronte winning 13 – 11. 

While disappointing for the team, it only took half the first post-match keg for the boys in black to recover their spirits, and put the loss behind them. Savers now face a rebuild for next season, as quite a few retirements are in the offing. The next tilt at three premierships in a row starts next March.

McGRATH ESTATE AGENTS

Market Review – Spring 2005

Incoming premier Morris Iemmas decision to abolish the much despised and self effacing vendors tax will be met with open arms by NSW investors and property owners alike. In fact, it’s the most positive announcement we have had in long time. Effective immediately, any investment property exchanged will no longer  be slugged with a 2.25% exit tax, which, put into perspective, has added $12,852 to the value of the average Sydney investment home and $8,550 to apartments, overnight.   

Before the announcement, statistics were already pointing toward a recovery. The average Sydney property is now taking less time to sell. In March, the amount of time it took to complete the average private treaty had blown out to 91 days. In May, the figure had reduced by over a week to 82 days. A general acceptance of the downturn by vendors and confidence to move forward on a level playing field from buyers has facilitated this change.
------------------------------------------------------------
PARTIES !!

FRIDAYS – October 14 & 21. Come and help test the new Club bar from 5pm

FRIDAY October 28th Nipper Cocktails.

MELBOURNE CUP DAY Tues NOV 1st, at the Steyne Hotel $85 per person for everything. Money raised goes to our Nippers and senior Club.
DON’T FORGET !!

Call Debbie at ST GEORGE on 99776722 for your loans. We get $500 for every loan settled over $30,000.

Let’s support our newest sponsor. Do all your banking at St George!!
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