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TWO BLUES NEWS
AUGUST 2008……………………………AUGUST 2008
INTRODUCTION

We are not long away now until patrols commence at the end of September and most active members will receive their patrol rosters soon.  I am sure you are looking forward to the season as it is a wonderful thing to be a proficient lifesaver and to serve the community as our members have done for nearly a century. 

Congratulations to all of our World Titles team on their performances, the report from the team managers Scott Crawford and Alan Tier, shows that the team acquitted themselves fantastically in and out of the water and were a credit to Manly Life Saving Club. I am sure the experience they have gained will assist them in whatever they pursue in the future and strengthen our club in many areas. Meanwhile most competitive sections of the club have commenced training under their various coaches and as the individual members set their goals for the season please let the committee or your age manager know of any further needs you require to assist you.

Once the season starts, it will start in earnest so please if you have any enquiries about lifesaving courses, competition training or you are wanting to provide assistance in any of our many special events we host and run during the year please contact the club or look at the web site for the relevant information. Our club needs all our members to be involved in some way so do not be afraid to make the enquiry.

I look forward to seeing all of you at our first social event of the season, that is our Heritage night on the 13th September at 7 pm. This coincides with the commencement of our 98th season of MLSC patrolling our beach. Come along and socialise and learn about our wonderful history and the contribution MLSC has made to lifesaving and the community in many areas.

Robbie Williams, President
THANKS TO….

A big “Thank you!” to Babcock & Brown, a major corporation who have just donated a swag of money to our Club. Much appreciated, and will lighten the load as we head for the redevelopment of our Clubhouse.


Next up are our Gear Steward, Safety Officer and their helpers who are getting everything ready for the coming patrol season. Lots of work behind the scenes, and a lot of very expensive gear to be looked after. Every member can help out with this by taking good care of ALL Club equipment, and making sure it is put away properly after use.


Thanks also to our Club Captain, Chief Instructor and their crews who are getting patrols set up, and courses for new awards onto the calendar and ready to start.


Thanks as always to our wonderful sponsors who help fund the work we do for the whole community. The job would be very much harder without their generosity.


Speaking of sponsors, many thanks to our new sponsor, Diane Dromgold of RNC Global for donating a new IRB to our Club. We are very lucky to have people like Diane support our rescue services. Very much appreciated.

HELP !!!

We urgently need more Instructors. We have a huge number of young members needing to get their awards, as well as the normal load of new members joining to become life savers. You can help here. Please contact Chief Instructor Fran Brenchley on franbrenchley@bigpond.com to find out how to become an Instructor. You will have assistance every step of the way, and will join our very special group of people teaching the next generation to save lives.

PATROLS STARTING SOON


Dig out that patrol shirt, check that your sunscreen isn’t out of date – season starts soon. First patrols are on Saturday 27th SEPTEMBER. Club Admiral (recent promotion from Captain) Warren Jones is working on the patrol rosters, and will have them out soon to all those who will keep our beach safe for swimmers this season.

WORLD TITLES RESULTS
Our Club sent a team of 6 women, 3 men, 2 managers and 2 Masters to the world surf life saving championships in Warnemunde on the northern coast of Germany.

Warnemunde, in the old East Germany has a long deep beach with no surf while the team was there except from the bow waves from ships entering Rostock harbour.


Naomi Flood (also in the Australian team), Jo Way, Emma Davey, Sam Vieceli, Rique Sharman, Rebecca Keelan, Sam Tier, Murray Stewart, Nick Dawe. Masters were Ruth Kelly and Sally Barnard, and Managers Al Tier, Scott Crawford.


Naomi’s Australian team results included surf life saving medals: Gold in Oceanwoman relay, Oceanwoman, Rescue Tube Rescue, Women’s Ski, and Silver in Women’s Surf Race. Results in the Pool: 3rd B final Manikin Carry with Fins, 3rd B final Manikin Tow with Fins, 5th A final Medley Relay, 7th A final Obstacle Relay, 7th A final Obstacle Swim. Interclub Results Beach: Gold Women’s Ski, Gold Oceanwoman. Interclub Results Pool: Silver 100 m Manikin Tow with Fins. By the end of all these wonderful results over a 10 day period Naomi was all competed out.

Our other fabulous results included Murray Stewart becoming World Champion Men’s Ski. Murray turned the final can, 300 metres off shore, on the outside of the defending world champion, Nick Crilly, and just powered away to win by 50 metres with no surf.    His European training worked well.

Nick Dawe comfortably made the final but was caught behind another competitor who’s ski became caught in the can ropes.

Manly competitors made the finals of:Men’s Ski (Murray Stewart & Nick Dawe), Women’s ski (Naomi Flood & Rebecca Keelan), Oceanwoman (Ironwoman) (Naomi Flood & Jo Way), Woman’s Board (Rique Sharman & Jo Way). Emma Davey came 7th in the final of the Women’s surf race. Women’s beach relay team of Jo, Bec, Rique & Emma just missed the final with a 4th in the semi final. Rique & Jo came 5th in the Board rescue final. Sam Vielceli, Bec, Jo & Rique came 8th in the Oceanwoman relay and Sam Tier had a strong showing in the beach flags.

In the Masters (both competitors were in the 30-34 age group): Ruth Kelly won gold in the 2km Beach run, Women’s Ski race and Women’s Beach Sprint, Silver in Women’s Board race, Bronze in Women’s Beach flags and Oceanwoman, 4th Women’s Board rescue with Sally Barnard and 7th Women’s Surf race. Busy girl.


Well done to all our World team and new World Champions.
CONGRATULATIONS


Other sporting achievements by our members include Daniel Alley, who has made the NSW U/17 rugby union team, and his nephew Manly nipper Elia Faatui who has been  selected in the NSW PSSA rugby union team (that’s one for the next Trivia night!). 

Samantha Wood was nominated for a Pride of Australia award for her efforts coaching young kids in gymnastics. Well done all.

RADIOS ON PATROL

Our patrol radios cost about $1000 each. They’re not bulletproof, and certainly aren’t idiot proof. Every member, especially on patrol, is responsible for the care and wellbeing of the radios. It’s not someone else’s responsibility.


Part of your Bronze and SRC training is about caring for radios, so no excuse there either. Please make sure that the radios are looked after, and put away PROPERLY at the end of each patrol. Don’t take radios from the beach patrol supply out in the IRB. There should be radios is harnesses in each IRB. If not, check with the Patrol Captain. Obviously in a serious rescue emergency, the rescue is more important than the radio. But not having radios that work can cause just as big a problem. The Club has a radio policy which is on the website if you need details.


Bottom line – we lost or damaged past repair $3000 worth of radios last season because people were careless. Look after the gear. 

And a massive “Thank you” to the vast majority of patrolling members who do the right thing every season. Let’s get the few who don’t back up to speed. Ta.
FEES NOW OVERDUE


Your annual membership fees are now overdue. You like being a member, the Club is in serious need of money. Here’s a chance to do two things at once, before you have to pay extra to rejoin the Club because you left it later still.

LOCKERS


A number of lockers have unfortunately been vandalised over time, and have broken or bent locks. If you have a locker, and haven’t checked it for a while, please do so. If your locker needs repairs, please let the Club office know. Best thing is to take your lock off, gear out, let the office know (we have some spare parts), and leave your phone number to be called when the locker is repaired. (Can’t fix a locker with your lock still hanging off the mechanism). Best endeavours will be made with repairs.


All members should keep their lockers closed and locked when not being accessed, as this helps reduce problems and keeps the place looking a bit tidier.

SPONSORS


We save lives, prevent others drowning, educate and develop youth, support other charities all part of our community service. There are companies out there who also value the community and what we do for it.


The funds they put in to our Club as sponsors is a vital part of our finances, and very much appreciated. So please support all our sponsors with your business and a good word to all your friends and contacts.


Westpac Bank, Manly Wharf Hotel, Channel 7, Harris Farm, McGrath Estate Agents, the Manly Daily, Secure Parking, Michel’s Patisserie and all our other sponsors do so much for our community through their support for our Club. Let’s support them as a way of saying thanks for helping us on Manly beach.

CLEANING UP OUR CLUB

Not too long ago, all cleaning in our Club was done by ALL the members. Everyone had to pick up the broom and sweep up, pick up the rubbish, empty the bins, hose out the toilets, wash the floors. The workload on our patrols and Committee has increased markedly, so the Club does currently pay for SOME cleaning.

Unfortunately, we have some slobs who think others will do it all for them. Those people know where the door is – you walked in. If you don’t want to do your bit to keep our Club clean, walk back out and stay there. EVERY member should be looking to help keep the Club clean, from the youngest Nipper to the oldest senior.

It’s great to see most help out, time to smarten up those who don’t. It’s our Club. Let’s all keep it clean.

CLUB REDEVELOPMENT


Following a public meeting to show our basic plans for the Club, we are heading towards the DA (Development Application) for the project. 

While Mayor Peter McDonald and all Manly Councillors have spoken in favour of what we hope to do, our Club will be strictly following all the normal procedures required to obtain official permission to start. In the meantime, the Club has established a Fundraising Taskforce to help get us the money needed to do this work.


A number of members have already donated money, so we’re not still stuck on the starting line. Manly Council has also committed some funding, and the senior Club and Nippers will be putting in as much as possible without affecting our surf life saving and youth education & development programs. The rest we have to find somewhere – about $2500 each. Not chook raffle territory, but not impossible.


What has been very encouraging is the commitment from a number of members (some of whom don’t have much spare cash) to help get the building paid for. Many are putting in more than their share to help cover families they know will do it tough. Everyone knows we are building for the future, and that’s a something we can be proud of. Please be prepared to dig deep to help with funding our future.

ANNUAL HERITAGE NIGHT


Our Club Heritage Night will be held on Saturday 13th September at 7pm here at the Club. All welcome to this important celebration of our Clubs history and future. It’s $10 per head (U/18s no charge) which includes finger food and some refreshments, and the Club bar will have additional drinks for sale afterwards for those who wish to continue to socialise.

RUGBY LEAGUE PROMO


To celebrate Steve Menzies last premiership game at Brookvale Oval on Monday 1 September, The Manly Life Saving Club is hosting the Manly Sea Eagles Festival of Rugby League on Saturday and Sunday the 30th and 31st of August. The Festival runs between 10am and 4pm on both days.  On Sunday Festival attendees are invited to watch the match of the day on the big screen in the clubhouse from 4pm to 6pm.  A special merchandise offer is available at the Festival.  Anyone spending $60 or more on merchandise will receive a free ticket to the Monday evening Titans game.  

Members of the Manly squad will be available to meet fans and participate in a special touch football game on the beach at 12 o'clock on the Saturday and Steve Menzies will be signing copies of his book.
OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH & SAFETY


Our Club has a comprehensive OH&S policy and procedure set, and all members are encouraged to be aware of those policies and procedures. Protecting our members, families and visitors is very important, and education and awareness are part of the process. If you have any questions, or need information, contact the Club Safety Officer via the Club Admin office.

NSW ENDURANCE CHAMPIONSHIPS


This years NSW Surf Life Saving Endurance Championships are being held at Cronulla on 11th October. We have a number of current champions, and the competition includes age groups from U/15s to Masters. If you are keen to have a go, contact your section head or the Competition Manager. Further details at surflifesaving.com.au

HELP WANTED

1. Our Club needs more Officials, and Peter Gard has been appointed to be Vice-Pres in charge of Officials. There is an Officials Course coming up, on Saturday 30th August, starting at 8am at Mona Vale Surf Club. If you can help, please contact Peter, or Glenn Stone on 0419 699 124.

2. We still need a Club Touring Team Manager for this seasons State and National titles. Please contact the Admin Office or President Robbie Williams if you can help.

3. Our other Centenary is coming up in 2011, so we are looking for people interested in being part of the 100 years Committee. Contact the President if you want on board.

LATEST FROM McGRATH

The property market on the Northern Beaches has corrected along with the rest of Sydney in 2008, but properties are still turning over at a reasonable rate once they are priced correctly. The volatility of the stock market has seen a return of investors to the sub $1 Million price bracket, mainly for apartments. The increase in the value of the Australian Dollar has led to a reduced amount of activity from the expat community (especially those in the USA), as their buying power has diminished compared with a few years ago.

Auction clearance rates on the Northern Beaches are fairly similar to the Sydney averages of around 45% to 50% during the months of June and July, which means that one in every two properties are still selling either before or by the Auction Day. If property owners have not achieved an outcome by the Auction Day, there is no need to panic, as those properties that are then priced according to buyer feedback should sell within the following couple of weeks. Selling via the Auction method should always be seen as a three stage process, where you may sell either before the Auction, on the Auction Day, or after the Auction in the following weeks.

I am selling my properties in an average of 33 days at present, and this has been achieved by keeping my vendors well informed of where the market feedback is in relation to the value of their homes, and keeping up the energy and enthusiasm at every open home.

On a personal note, my wife Elizabeth and I have just had twin girls, Annalyse and Lexi, and they are now at home and doing well, and will be at Nippers in a few years.
If you would like to discuss the possibility of buying or selling now or within the next few months, then please contact me (Jake Rowe) on 8962 2202 or 0414 612 546.
MANLY WHARF HOTEL


Spring is nearly here, and our second sundeck (at the Manly Wharf Hotel) is looking good for entertaining. 

Club sponsor Manly Wharf Hotel has a new promotion - Monday all day, you can have their famous fish and chips, with a Coopers beer or glass of wine all for $12. 
The Hotel would also like to thank everyone who donated their time and those who gave generously to their recent Bear Cottage fundraiser. It was a hugely successful night and raised a lot of money for this wonderful charity.

WESTPAC BANK


Our brilliant banking sponsor has been helping lots of members with their financial needs. Apart from supporting our Club, Westpac have a huge range of services to help you with everything from savings to business loans, mortgages and superannuation. So before you make any decisions about finances, call Chris Brell on 0407 894 086, or Courtenay Brungs on 0419 238 243 at Westpac and let them help you to better finances.


For first home buyers, Westpac are holding a First Home Buyers seminar at Dee Why. This will include valuable information including 

· Deciding what you want in a home, what to look for in an area, 

· Deciding on a loan to suit you, how to apply, cutting through the jargon

· What’s commonly involved in making a purchase

· Legal aspects of buying a home, hides costs you should budget for

· Taking advantage of First Home Buyers concessions

The Seminar will be held on WEDNESDAY 10th SEPTEMBER, from 6.30 – 7.30pm, and there will also be some food and refreshments. If you, or anyone you know seeking their first home is interested, call Anil Kotnala (Home Finance Manager) at Westpac on 0438 292 001 or 9977 1188.
HELPING THE THIRD WORLD

Most members will be aware of the Fair-Trade concept, where products such as coffee, food, timber and textiles are produced in third world countries by certified farmers and producers.  These people are paid a guaranteed fair price for their goods and their employees are paid a guaranteed fair price for their labour.  The certification and audit process of Fair-Trade producers and their employees is rigorous to ensure that no exploitation occurs. 
Our Club is a foundation partner of Manly Council’s promotion of Fair-Trade, which is playing a major role in assisting developing countries to escape the poverty trap. Retailers in the UK and US sell billions of dollars of Fair-Trade products annually.  Australia is expected to follow suit and embrace the concept of Fair-Trade, in keeping with our country’s well known sense of fair play.

Currently, third world producers sometimes get less than 1% of the price we pay in the shops for their products. Fair-Trade makes sure that the grassroots producers get a better share of what we pay in our shops, which in turn can lift whole communities out of poverty.

Manly is having a Fair-Trade Market on Sunday 24th August 2008 from 10am – 4pm. The market will be at Manly Town Hall Forecourt. There will be 23 stalls (including 3 charities) selling a variety of fair-trade goods.  Also there will be musicians, children’s activities and an OXFAM ‘Unwrapped’ Kindy Farm. For further details contact Sonya Tirtajaya at Manly Council on  9976 1658 or email her at Manly Council on Sonya.Tirtajaya@manly.nsw.gov.au .

MANLY COUNCIL ELECTIONS ON SOON

The Council elections are upon us and our Club needs all members to consider their votes carefully. The current Council has been very supportive of surf life saving and on behalf of all members we thank the outgoing Council for it support during its term. It is important that this support is maintained in the future council.

A number of members of our Club have been in the current Council, and/or are standing for election this time. They include Jean Hay, Peter Macdonald, Lauren Elder and Brad Pedersen. All three life saving Clubs in Manly will be hoping for a Council who are all strong supporters of the three Clubs, and with understanding of lifesaving and community issues.
DON’T FORGET:

Heritage night Sat Sept 13th 

Officials and Instructors urgently needed for our Club
WANTED
INSTRUCTORS
People to Instruct our future life savers.

Our Club will be teaching our graduating Nippers their Bronze, as well as all the new people joining to do patrols.

All our life savers need to do Proficiency tests so they can patrol the beach this summer.

Our current Instructors urgently need some more people to become Instructors and share the workload.

Can you help ?

If you have a few years experience as a surf life saver and want to help, call Fran Brenchley on 0408 252 779  or email the office.









