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TWO BLUES NEWS
JANUARY 2009.......HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!!

INTRODUCTION


We are now into the busiest part of the season where thousands come to our safe patrolled beach and the competition side of the club gets serious and, in addition we have a number of special events coming up where assistance is required from all members.

In relation to the patrols I thank Warren for the work he has done in maintaining the high standard of lifesaving that is presented to the public and also all patrolling members for maintaining your enthusiasm throughout. As you know it is never quiet on our beach and the vigilance displayed by you is a credit to yourselves and it maintains the proud history of our club as a life saving club.

To our competitors, keep training hard and let your section heads know if you have any needs that the club can assist with. In competition, compete well and if any issues arise let your age manager or Competition Manager know of any concerns prior or after the event.

For all members please read this newsletter and consider where you can assist the club to host the special events starting with our Surf Carnival. These special events generate money to the club so that the club can survive the financial cost of running the whole operation. The success of these events rest on the assistance our members can provide and our Committee looks forward to all members assisting where they can. 

Robbie Williams - President.

THANKS TO.....


Many thanks again to all our major Club sponsors. Westpac Bank, Manly Wharf Hotel, Astarra, McGrath Estate Agents, Channel 7, the Manly Daily, Harris Farm Markets, Secure Parking are all supporting us despite the tough economic times, and we appreciate all their help.


In addition, many other businesses and families are supporting the Club with sponsorship of events at our big carnival, new IRBs, life saving equipment and funds to keep it all going. It costs about $2000 per DAY to run our Club, so every little bit helps.


On that note, thanks to all those members who have set up an Everyday Hero page, and getting donations coming into the Club. This is a fantastic effort from all those people, and will help us get through the tough times. This is something simple all our members can do. Let’s get on it now, or ask your kids to set it up for you. (Visit the Club website for details.)

Finally, thanks to all our life saving crews – Instructors, patrollers and Captains, IRB crews, support people and the Committee people who keep it all together. We save over 200 lives in the average year. That’s about 4 busloads of people alive each year because you do the job you signed up for. Well done, and be proud next time you see a bus go past in peak hour.

PATROL NOTICE


Most of our members are fabulous on patrol, but we still need a few to lift their game. You DO need to have all your patrol gear to go on patrol, so please remember to bring it all with you, and wear it while on patrol, per the directions of the Club Captain.


Also please please please take good care of all the rescue gear. It’s very expensive and lots of work to fix or replace. If something breaks or needs fixing, get the patrol Captain involved in the loop. That way, gear can be taken off-duty and repaired before someone else tries to use it, doing more damage. We’ve got some great people behind the scenes who help repair gear, but it’s a huge job. Let’s not make it any harder.


With rescue boards and competition boards as well, carry them along the beach. If you drag them along the sand, they get damaged as the sand grinds through the fibreglass, and expensive repairs follow.


We know gear gets a hiding in the salt and sand conditions, so normal wear and tear is something we carry. So let the relevant people know if something is not up to par, but don’t contribute to misuse or unnecessary damage. Ta.

HELP NEEDED !!!!!


OK folks, it’s that time of year. Behind the scenes our event organisers and assistants have been working hard for months. Now it’s time all our members joined in.


Our huge Westpac Manly Surf Carnival is on next week, SATURDAY 24th JANUARY. Workers needed from 5am till 5pm. If you can only help for a shift of three to four hours, even that will reduce the load on everyone else..

Next up is the Cole Classic Ocean Swim SUNDAY 1st FEBRUARY. We need some helpers on the Saturday afternoon (about 6 people) from 5pm – 6pm for early setup. We then need a serious bucketload of people (including you) on SUNDAY from 5.30am for setup till 2pm when packup will be finished. And a note regarding water safety: Every member who has a board or ski stored at the Club is expected to be on that equipment for water safety during the Swim. Again, even a three or four hour shift is better than letting everyone else do the work.

We also need help with First Aid at both events. Let the Club office know if you can help with that.

And thanks to everyone who has volunteered so far through the “Offer to Assist” forms. We’ll see you here for both events.

(We do have the Manly Wharf Hotel events in March and June, but more about how you can help with them in a later newsletter.)

OH & S STUFF


Safety of our members and families is very important to us all. So we need to be aware of health & safety issues in and around our Club.


The best way to avoid problems is to have the Club as hazard free as we can get it in the first place. So you and every other member can contribute by putting all the gear away properly, and putting all the rubbish in the bins provided. It’s everyone’s responsibility, old or young. Col Tansley, OH & S Officer.

SOME RECENT RESCUES & FIRST AIDS


Most will have seen the Club Admiral Warren Jones’ email regarding the rescue off Manly Point by two of our IRB crew. Someone swimming (or attempting same) from Halfway round to Manly beach got caught between the break and the rocks on the point, and was being kept there by the Escalator rip.

While the person was not initially visible from the beach or Club at the time, the alarm was raised and Vinnie Dermody and John (Fridge) Szaka raced to the scene.

The situation was dodgy, as the large waves were breaking and rolling through onto the rocks. The boys got the IRB as close as possible, then Fridge dived in to get the swimmer while Vinnie got the boat through the next big break and returned. (Seeing a large Savers prop forward diving at you out of a boat may have been scarier than anything else for the victim.)

Fridge and Vinnie then got the swimmer into the IRB and managed (by a whisker) to get over the next big set before it pounded them into the rocks. Huge applause from the big crowd of passers-by who had gathered on the Point to watch, and a job well done.

Next up for a serious well done was the teamwork shown by our members in the early hours of New Years Day. A number of members had gathered for an informal bbq and refreshments on the sundeck New Years Eve, and noticed a bloke crashed out on the beach near a group of his friends. It became apparent at about half past midnight that these friends couldn’t wake him up, despite the fact they were pouring cold water all over him.

Amanda Brodie went down to check, and was rapidly followed by other members with the First Aid kit and Oxy-viva. It turned out that (according to his friends) the bloke had massively overindulged in drinking scotch. End result alcohol poisoning and hypothermia. He had a very weak pulse and was as cold as you’d expect. Our crew got him on oxygen, warmed up and back to semi-consciousness by the time the ambulance we’d called arrived on the scene. The ambulance crew were full of praise for the actions taken by our members, with one saying the bloke would not have survived without our help.

Well done to all that crew, which included Nick Dawe on Oxy-viva, and Club and Savers members Jacko Allen, Fridge, Zane and Banger who put their New Years Eve night on hold to save this bonehead’s life.


These are just two of our members recent rescue efforts. Many more happen every season, and our Club is proud of all our members efforts.

NIPPERS MAKE THE MAGIC 700


That’s right folks, our Nipper membership has finally topped the 700 kids mark for the first time this season!! This is a fabulous achievement, and speaks volumes about all the Nipper Committees and Age Managers over past years who have built and grown the foundations of the Nippers here.


So basically, we’re knee deep in ankle biters, and it’s wonderful to see. Well done to everyone in our Nippers section.


(Tough article to headline, this one – you could give the wrong impression with “Nippers hit 700 kids” or “Nippers crack 700”)

COMPETITION


All competitors who are going to State and/or National titles should have handed over their Competition form (saying what carnivals you are going to, and in what events), as well as the more recent State and Nationals Survey (which major titles you are going to, how you are getting there, do you need to get accommodation with the Club, etc)


So, if you haven’t yet got those forms to the Club and Deb Hanson, you may find yourself with no way of competing at the titles and nowhere to stay. Contact the Club office, your section head or coach RIGHT NOW if you haven’t filled those forms in.

McGRATH ESTATE AGENTS


Major sponsor McGrath Estate Agents continue to kick goals for all their real estate clients, and many members have enjoyed the benefits of the McGrath knowledge and experience in the industry.


So if you, or any family member, friend or colleague are looking to buy, sell or rent real estate, tell them to contact Jake Rowe on 0414 612 546.

MANLY WHARF HOTEL


Our second sundeck (the Manly Wharf Hotel) has an Australia Day special for anyone looking for a fun feed that day down at Wharf Bar.


They have $4 sausage sandwiches from 2pm – 6pm, their great regular menu all day, and a VB beer promotion where (while stocks last) you get a free pair of VB thongs when you buy a VB schooner. Happy Australia Day!

WESTPAC BANK


Our big bank sponsor Westpac continues to impress the members and friends who have moved their banking to Westpac. The bank is sticking with us as a major sponsor again this season, and that support is much appreciated.

So for all your banking needs, see the friendly staff at Westpac. 

CLUB SWIMS and 2KM RUNS


Lots of healthy exercise to be had at the Club most Sundays. Our Club Handicap Swim and Handicap 2km runs are getting good turn out (though Christmas – New Year slowed the mob down).


So if you would like to have a bit of a go, the 2km Handicap runs start at 8am, when it’s still cool, and the Handicap swims start at 11am when it’s warmed up a bit. Our genius handicappers give everyone a fair go in both races, so both old and young members are all included.

SUN SAFETY FOR OUR MEMBERS


There’s been a bit of media about sun safety recently, particularly about an idea to make it compulsory for Nippers to wear certain clothing and hats while on the beach. Our Club has been at the forefront of sun safety, hosting skin cancer research efforts etc, and encouraging all members, indeed all people to pay attention to sun safety messages.


That said, parents of our Nippers are a pretty sensible lot, and it would be damn hard to find any Nipper that wasn’t slathered in sun screen while at the beach. The simple fact that you can’t see most sun screens after they are applied doesn’t mean our Nipper parents (and all other members) aren’t sun safe. So please keep up the slip, slop, slap etc, but let’s keep it reasonable – it’s something for common sense, not panic.

HELP WANTED

SATURDAY 24th JANUARY

Westpac Manly Surf Carnival

.

 Workers needed from 5am till 5pm.

 If you can only help for a shift of three to four hours, even that will reduce the load on everyone else.
We need YOU to help make the day a success.

SUNDAY 1st FEBRUARY

Cole Classic Ocean Swim

. 

We need some helpers on the Saturday afternoon
(about 6 people) from 5pm – 6pm for early setup. 

We then need a serious bucket load of people

(including you)
on the SUNDAY 1st Feb

5.30am for setup till 2pm 
when packup will be finished
(The usual post-event bbq and refreshments will happen after both events)










